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The Exposito 


THE LITTLE CHURCH AROUND 
THE CORNER 


C. IRVING BENSON, D.D. 


their doors early enough to allow peo- 

ple to pray in peace before beginning 
he day’s toil! May their number increase! 
n New York I spent my morning times of 
juiet in a little church in the next street from 
ny hotel. The Church of the Transfiguration, 
ffectionately known as “The Little Church 
Around the Corner,” is 
1 green oasis of repose 
ind beauty in striking 
‘ontrast to the tall 
yuildings of the bust- 
ing city which has 
srown up around it. 


‘ BLESSING on Churches which open 


Se Kind Transfiguration, 


The parish came into 
yeing in 1848 and 
hrough all its ninety 
rears of service it 
eems to have expressed 
he favorite principle of its first rector, Dr. 
seorge Houghton—a principle which he 
mbodied in two words — “Be Kind.” He him- 
elf lived out his own advice even when it 
rought him into trouble, for those were the 
lays before the Civil War. He held an angry 
nob at bay with an uplifted Cross in his 
and, when they demanded that he give up 
he runaway slaves whom he had hidden in 
‘is cellar. 

On Manhattan Island the hand of change 
; forever active. I heard a story of a by- 
tander who said: “The new skyscraper’s al- 
nost finished eh? I see the gang on this end 
; busy putting in the plate-glass windows. 
sut what’s that gang on the other end doing?” 

“Oh,” explained the other bystander, “that’s 
he wrecking gang. Theyre starting to tear 
- down to put up a bigger one.” 

The Little Church remains where its 
yunder built it. At that time Twenty-ninth 
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Ov Twenty-Ninth Street in New 
York, is a quaint little gabled church, 
an oasis of peace amid the bustling 
city which has grown up around it. 
Officially named the Church of the 
it is affectionately 
known as the Little Church Around 
the Corner. It is a place where preju- 
dices are forgotten. 


Street and Fifth Avenue was practically open 
country. The parishioners as they went to 
and from services, looked south across open 
fields to Madison Square and north to Mur- 
ray Hill. The city grew up to the Church 
and beyond it. Industry and commerce 
erected their lofty buildings. Today this house 
of worship — the tip of its surmounting Cross 
not two score feet 
above the churchyard 
—lies in a well amid 
overshadowing blocks 
of masonry and con- 
crete. 


Deep Quietness 


The Little Church 
has a simple dignity 
touched by quaintness 
— unexpected projec- 
tions, many gables, odd 
mullioned windows, 
and yet the effect of the whole is one of 
harmony — an individuality that knows tradi- 
tion, but is not bound by it. The church is 
only one story high, but within is that cool 
and dusk, that atmosphere usually found in 
deep forests and ancient cathedrals, that be- 
stows balm upon the bleeding soul. 

We enter by an old-world lich gate and 
amid the flowers and shrubs stands a tall elm 
with little houses for birds among its branches, 
the lone survivor of the trees that used to 
shade the churchyard. Except for the trees 
that have succumbed to city air, all remains 
as the founder of the Church left it. 

Those bird-houses in the branches are not 
just a touch of sentimentality. They are an 
example of that kindness which the old rector 
extended towards the needy. He was a man 
of mercy and wide charity. “In the personal 
ministry of mercy and blessing,” he said, “no 
sin, no degradation, no sickness, no possible 
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peril can be a barrier to that ministry; there 
must be no man or woman hesitating to seek 
it in time of need.” That was his belief, that 
was his practice. 


The Big Church That Was 


There used to be a big Church around the 
corner on Madison Avenue, but it has long 
since been demolished and forgotten. Its rector 
was unwittingly responsible for the popular 
re-christening of the pigmy neighbor on Twen- 
ty-ninth Street. This is how it came about: 
George Holland, a celebrated actor, died in 
1870. His friend and fellow-actor, Joseph 
Jefferson, called on the rector of the Big 
Church to arrange for the funeral at that 
church where Holland’s children attended 
Sunday school. To Jefferson’s amazement, the 
clergyman, actuated by the prejudice against 
actors, refused to have the funeral service in 
his church. He added, however, “There is 
a little church around the corner where they 
do such things.” Joseph Jefferson exclaimed: 
“God bless the little church around the cor- 
ner!” His benediction has remained. The inci- 
dent had a human appeal; the newspapers 
spread it over the country. Except for formal 
purposes the church lost its original name; 
the public rechristened it “The Little Church 
Around the Corner.” 


George Arliss 


Needless to say, it became the actors’ 
Church. Many of them went there to be mar- 
ried, their children were baptized at its font, 
and many of them were borne there for their 
last religious service. Today it is the Church 
of the Actors’ Guild, of which George Arliss 
is the honorary president. 

Nearly everything in the church, from its 
windows to its candlesticks, has been given 
by somebody in memory of somebody else. 
One of the most beautiful is the Bride’s Altar, 
so named because the funds for it were con- 
tributed by 1000 brides, who were married 
there. The first wedding in the “Little 
Church” was celebrated in 1850 and in 1926 
the grandson of that first couple brought his 
bride there to be married. As many as 2000 
wedding ceremonies have been performed 
there in a single year! 

While Dr. Houghton was a man of wide 
tolerance he did nothing to cheapen the sanc- 
tity of marriage. He discouraged hasty, ill- 
considered, indiscriminate marriages. If the 
bride were young he would not perform the 
ceremony unless she had her mother’s con- 
sent; he would not marry any divorced per- 
son, nor anyone unbaptized. Thus many a 
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grown-up person sought baptism, though out- 
side the Christian fold he wanted his mar- 
riage sanctified by Christian rite. 


Appealing Memorials 


The pulpit of the Church is a memorial tc 
William Stainton, a clergyman and a very 
clever musician. Yes, “clever” is the right 
word. He is the man who is credited witk 
composing the “trick” anthem, a four-part 
choral, which could be played forward anc 
backwards, then upside down and played for- 
ward and backwards again, thereby produc- 
ing four different tunes from one music score 

The red morocco-bound Bible was a gift 
from the Players* Association in memory of 
the great actor, Edwin Booth, and there is 
a tablet to the memory of Walter William 
Griffin, a faithful postman, who served the 
church well for 35 years. Perhaps most ap- 
pealing of all the memorials is a window ir 
the vestibule depicting the Ethiopian being 
baptized by Philip. It was set there in mem- 
ory of two negroes, born in slavery, George 
Wilson and his wife. 

In the nave is a portrait window of Mon 
tague, handsome matinee idol of the Seven 
ties, with the crimson cross of a Crusader or 
his pilgrim robes. Beneath the window is < 
brass plate with these lines from John Masor 
Neale’s well-loved hymn:— 


“If I ask Him to receive me, 
Will He say me nay?” 


The Little Church Around the Corner give: 
the answer. 


uf 


A prayer for a Nation 


O God, our help in ages past 
Our helper in this present hour 
We kneel before Thy mercy seat 
To claim the Pentecostal power. 
Around us, Lord, is noise of strife 
The air is filled with selfish din 
All earth is lifting high its voice 
To speak of self, —and not of Him. 
The guns speak out where peace should reign; 
The voice of hate rings far and near. 
And friend is trampling over friend 
With words and threats and sword and spear. 
Oh God, shall we forever scorn — 
Thy love, Thy Way, the Cross of Christ? 
Shall we allow this selfish world 
To lead us from the path of life? 
Shall we allow vain rumour’s tongue 
To waken hatred in our breast? 
Shall we allow the clouds of war 
To steal from us Thy promised rest? 
Protect us, Lord, be Thou our shield. 
Oh lead us in the path of peace. 
Give us Thy help, Thy light, Thy love, 
*Till selfish wars forever cease. 
—Rev. Walter R. Young. 
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THEIR NAME LIVETH 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY, D.D. 


EMORIAL DAY strikes the chord of 
memory. In the words of a poet of 
the South, “A land without ruins is 

land without memories —a land without 
nemories is a land without history. A land 
hat wears a laurel crown may be fair to see; 
ut twine a few sad cypress around the brow 

f any land, and be that land barren, beauti- 
2ss or bleak, it becomes lovely in its conse- 
rated coronet of sorrow and wins the sym- 
athy of the heart and of history. Crowns of 
oses fade —crowns of thorns endure. Cal- 
aries and Crucifixions take deepest hold of 
umanity. The triumphs of might are tran- 
ient, they pass and are forgotten — the suffer- 
ngs of right are graven deepest on the chron- 
sles of the nations.”* 

Today we recall great memories and the 
nen who created these memories, and made 
hem great. “Let us now praise famous men, 
nd our fathers that begat us. The Lord hath 
rought great glory by them to His great 
ower from the beginning . . . their name liy- 
th forevermore.” Not because they died, for 
Il must die; not because they died with cour- 
ge and heroism, for many have done that; 
ut because they died that a great nation 
aight live and bless the sons of men. 

It is fitting that the greatest of our wars should have 
iven to us our Memorial Day. The Civil War is our 
reatest war, in the battles fought, the lives sacrificed, 
4e issues at stake and the everlasting results which 
ere secured. “Measured by any standard, the Civil 
Var was colossal, and no past or future war can cast 
in the shade or dim its deep significance. In the 
Vorld War, out of a population of well over one hun- 
red millions, the United States had under arms _be- 
veen three and four million men. The total death list 
as 70,000. But in the Civil War, out of a population 
f 27,400,000, not including 3,500,000. slaves, 2,600,- 
00 entered the ranks of the two armies, or 45% of 
1e military population of the North and 90% of the 
ilitary population of the South. The total death list, 
forth and South, is estimated at about 1,000,000 men. 
n the World War 6,000 men from Allegheny County 
ere under arms; but in the Civil War, when the 
county had perhaps a tenth of its population, 35,000 


en were under arms. These figures show how great 
nd costly and desperate the Civil War was. 


It was that War that gave us Memorial 
Yay. So fearful was the struggle, so dark in 
re heavens with the smoke of battle were 


Their bodies are buried in peace, but their 
name liveth forevermore.” Eccl. 44:14. 
*Father Ryan. 
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the sun and the moon and stars, so grave the 
issues at stake, so immense and immeasurable 
the results, so tremendous the sacrifice, so 
blood-red the roses that grew in that garden 
of sorrow and woe and death, that when the 
war was over, men everywhere said, “This 
war, the duration of it, the immensity of it, 
the fearful cost of it and the everlasting bene- 
fits of it, must be remembered by a special 
day.” The Jews have their Passover, when 
they remember how the Angel of the Lord 
smote the first born of Egypt, and Israel went 
forth out of the land of Egypt out of the 
house of bondage. The French have their 
Bastile Day, when the avenues of Paris re- 
sound with the tread of marching thousands 
who commemorate the fall of the Bastile as a 
milestone in the progress of the human race. 
And America has her Memorial Day, set 
apart for the commemoration of the salvation 
and rebirth of our nation. And this was the 
day that was chosen, and this the time, when 
nature has awakened from its winter's sleep 
and death, and the earth is covered with the 
mantle of green grass, and the forests are 
lovely with the new leaves, and the whole 
earth is garlanded with the flowers of spring- 
time. 

Now we make Memorial Day a day when 
we remember not only the dead who died in 
the Civil War, but the whole host of those 
who in any war of the past served their coun- 
try and gave the last full measure of their 
devotion. How innumerable are these graves! 
On a spring afternoon I left the Virginia high- 
way and made my way through the woods 
to the bluffs on the south bank of the Po- 
tomac, where I had seen the flag of the nation 
waving over the tops of the trees. There in 
the midst of the forest solitude I came upon 
a lonely cemetery, the smallest of all our 
national cemeteries. Within that little enclo- 
sure sleeps the dust of fifteen soldiers who 
fell there in the all but forgotten battle of 
Ball’s Bluff, October 6, 1861. As I stood 
there by the forgotten, seldom visited, but 
not neglected, graves of those fifteen men of 
the California Regiment, with the vagrant 
wind of the springtime sighing through the 
tops of the pine trees and the Potomac flow- 
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ing silently and rapidly away like the river 
of a man’s life, my mind reverted to the mil- 
lion graves of those who fell in the same great 
conflict, some of them far beneath the waves 
of the ocean, or sunk in the sands of the 
Mississippi or the Arkansas Rivers, interred 
in the woods of Shiloh, or in the solitudes of 
Chicamauga, in the pleasant meadows and 
fields of Antietam and Gettysburg, in the 
tangled thickets of the Wilderness and the 
Peninsula, and in a thousand village ceme- 
teries, east and west, north and south. Today 
with cheers for the living —a mere handful 
of survivors of the 1,700,000 of the Northern 
Armies, just 4,500 —and with tears for the 
dead, we visit these multitudinous graves and 
think of those who gave their lives for Amer- 
ica, and for the Government of the United 
States, whose bodies rest in peace, but whose 
name liveth forevermore. 


We have been bought with a price. What 
a price that was! When the flag was fired on 
at Sumter, one of the first regiments which 
came pouring into Washington for the defense 
of the nation was the New York Fire Zouaves, 
under the command of the boyish Coil. Ells- 
worth, a friend of Lincoln, and whose regi- 
ment organized out of the fire departments of 
New York City, was one of the first accepted 
for service. When Virginia finally seceded 
from the Union, President Lincoln sent this 
regiment of Ellsworth, together with the First 
Michigan Infantry, across the Potomac to 
Alexandria, where from the windows of the 
White House, Lincoln could see the Confed- 
erate flag flying over the Marshall house. 
When they reached the Virginia shore, Ells- 
worth took a private with him and entering 
the Hotel went to the roof of the building and 
pulled down the flag. When he came down 
the stairs he was shot and killed by the pro- 
prietor of the hotel. This was the first casual- 
ty of the War on the soil of a seceded state, 
and produced a thrill in the nation second 
only to that which had been occasioned by 
the firing on the flag at Ft. Sumter. The 
officer’s funeral was held in the East room of 
the White House. As Lincoln gazed on the 
lifeless features he seemed to have a_pro- 
phetic vision of what was to follow in the 
years to come, for he exclaimed, “My Boy! 
My Boy! Was it necessary that this sacrifice 
be made?” 


As we look back today, it seems that it was 
necessary that all the sacrifice of the Civil 
War should be made. Little could Lincoln 
have forseen, as he stood and lamented over 
the body of that attractive young officer, that 


Page 218 


by the time the May flowers of 1865 wer 
smiling peace upon the wounded and bleed 
ing nation, almost a million young men woule 
be on record as having followed in the foot 
steps of Ellsworth. 

As the War proceeded, and the shadows deepenec 
Lincoln began to realize the meaning and the sacrific 
that was made and the price that was paid. In th 
sublime Second Inaugural he summed up his philosoph! 


of that part of our history when he said: “The Almight. 
hath His own purposes. Woe unto the world becaus 


of offenses, for it must needs be that offenses come 
but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh! 1 
we shall suppose that American slavery is one of thos 
offenses which in the Providence of God must need 
which having 


come, but continued through His ap 


Courtesy 
Supt. of 
Public 
Instruction, 
Illinois 


pointed time, He now wills to remove, and that Hi 
gives to both North and South this terrible war as th 
woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we 
discern therein any departure from those divine attri 
butes which the believers in a Living God alway: 
ascribe to Him? Fondly do we hope, fervently do w 
pray, that the mighty scourge of war may speedily 
pass away; yet if God wills that it continue until al 
the wealth piled by the bondman’s 250 years of unre 
quited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blooc 
drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn by 
the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, s 
still it must be said, the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether.” 


Four years earlier when he delivered hi: 
first inaugural address, although several state: 
had already seceded, Lincoln still cherishec 
the hope that patience and considerate lead 
ership and words of brotherly affection coulc 
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ave the nation from war. That was the 
1ought of the beautiful peroration of the first 
yaugural, when he said, “The mystic chords 
f memory stretching from every battle field 
nd patriot grave to every living heart, and 
earthstone all over this broad land, will yet 
well the chorus of the Union when again 
yuched, as surely they will be, by the better 
ngels of our nature.” Today the mystic 
hords of memory do indeed swell the chorus 
f the Union; but not as soon as Lincoln 
1ought and hoped they would, for it was not 
ntil a million patriots’ graves had been dug 
nd the map of the nation stamped with a 
10usand battlefields, that the chords of mem- 
ry stretching from those graves and _ battle- 
elds swelled again the chorus of the Union. 


The bloodiest battle of the Civil War was not An- 
etam, with its highest record for one day’s carnage; 
yr the three-day long battles of Gettysburg and Chick- 
nauga; but the grim stockade at Andersonville in the 
d soil of Georgia, where 32,000 soldiers were penned 
_ the narrow space of 23 acres, without any covering 
‘ protection from the summer’s sun or the winter’s 
in, save such as they dug out of the soil with their 
vn hands. Nowhere in America is there a place which 
ill so impress upon your mind the price that was paid 
. redeem this nation. Terrible thirst was the most in- 
nse of the sufferings of the unfortunate men. The 
ream which ran through the stockade was soon be- 
uled and poisoned, and with their long poles and their 
n cups fastened to the end of the pole, the scarecrow 
‘isoners would go as near as they dared to the dead- 
1e and fish for pure water in the unpolluted part of the 
ream. But one day during a thunderstorm there sud- 
nly burst forth in the very center of the stockade a 
ire and vigorous spring. The thirsty prisoners hailed 
with delight, and regarding it as a direct interven- 
m1 of heaven on their behalf, named it ‘Providence 
ring.’ Today on the monument at Andersonville to 
e soldiers of Iowa who died there, you can read this 
autiful inscription, the words from the Book of Rev- 
ation: ‘‘They shall hunger no more, neither thirst no 
ore, neither shall the sun light on them nor any heat, 
r the Lamb which is in the midst of the Throne shall 
ed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of 
uters and God shall wipe away all tears from their 
es.” 


This is a day that directs our thought not 
ily to the past but to the present and to 
e future. “Watchman, what of the night?” 
7e have been bought with a price. That 
ice forever consecrates and sanctifies the 
ition. Ours is not a land without ruins or 
emories. Today those great memories bid 
. think upon America. What of tomorrow? 


Much, we know, is wrong with America, 
riously, deeply, and gravely wrong. Her 
clining faith, her forsaken altars, her armies 
criminals, the unchecked ravages of the li- 
ior traffic, the oft-lewd manuscript of her lit- 
ature, the corrupt government of her cities, 
e hosts of the jobless, in spite of unparalleled 
shes and resources — all this is wrong, deep- 
and dangerously wrong. 


But still there is much that is right with 
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America, much that is good, much that was 
worth the price paid to establish and preserve 
the nation, and which is worth paying again 
if it should be necessary. Once over a ceme- 
tery against the Southern mountains where 
are buried the dead who fell for their country 
I read these words, “Erected by the Covert 
ment of the United States.” The Government 
of the United States! Ah, there is something 
here, more than crops, and mines, and fleets, 
and armies, and stocks, and bonds, and coun- 
try clubs, and highways, something far be- 
yond that, something that has to do with the 
soul. It is true that we have corrupt and 
vicious government in our cities, but it is also 
true that recently two of the most powerful 
corrupt politicians, makers of rulers of men 
themselves, Hines in New York, and Pender- 
gast, in Kansas City, have been sentenced to 
prison. When you read of that, you believe 
anew that the forces of righteousness and 
truth, are, after all, stronger than the forces of 
darkness. 


Recently there came to our shores a refugee 
from one of the persecution-cursed lands of 
Europe. As soon as he came down the gang- 
plank of the ship, he knelt down and fervently 
kissed our soil. That one gesture and act tells 
more than a long volume what is still right 
and good in America. Yes, there is still some- 
thing here that is good and sacred, a beautiful 
reality, worth serving, worth loving, worth 
dying for. God has worked out great pur- 
poses through America. We believe that His 
hand is still upon us. We believe that still 
greater purposes are here to be worked out 
for the good of man and for the glory of God. 
Let us not provoke our God, deny our past, 
or betray our destiny. Clouds and darkness 
are round the world today; but the better day 
will come. The light of the prophetic morn- 
ing shall dawn; the peace and the beauty of 
apocalyptic dreams shall one day paint the 
new heavens and the new earth with a glory 
compared with which the brightest day that 
has yet dawned upon the earth, or that has 
yet entered into the mind of man, is but the 
shadow of darkness; for one day, He who 
paid the price of the world’s redemption shall 
come to reap the fruit and harvest of His 
crimson sowing, to see the travail of His soul, 
and to claim His Kingdom. Then War, and 
the memory of War, shall be forgotten, for 
wars and all that caused wars shall have 
passed away. Men shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares and their spears into prun- 
ing hooks, and love shal! paint the unclouded 
horizon of a world redeemed. 
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PULPIT READING 


PROF. ARTHUR STEVENS PHELPS 


of the Bible is proved by the fact that 

it has outlived the defences of its friends” 
should be extended to include the public 
reading that has been inflicted on it. Scottish 
audiences follow you with their open books, 
like a cat at a rat-hole —no wonder the “Lit- 
tle Minister” had to watch his p’s and q's. 


A man said to Sam Jones: “If I preached 
the way you do, I'd lose my religion.” To 
which the canny Sam rejoined: “If I preached 
the way you do Id lose my congregation,” 
and whose religion of the two is the better 
worth our consideration? 

It is bad order to announce the verse in 
which one’s text is found before announcing 
the chapter, which is enough to turn the ears 
wrong end to. And it is worse to give the 
impression that the Bible and the prayer are 
only part of the “opening exercises,” to be 
got rid of with as little trouble and as great 
dispatch as possible. For a formal mind 
makes a formal tongue. Perhaps even a lap- 
sus linguae. These readers deserve to come 
unexpectedly on such a name as Mahershalal- 
hashbaz, or Cushanrishathaim. It is an insult 
to both the congregation and the Bible to 
read either without preparation. 

During a college city pastorate, I was ac- 
customed to invite students to read the Scrip- 
ture lesson. It was interesting to watch them 
go over it beforehand so scrupulously; and I 
run onto their fine pencilings on my Bible 
margins, showing their wish to follow the 
careful instruction they had received in such 
things in the classroom under Prof. L——, as 
to turns of thought or expression. The radio 
has done much to correct mispronunciation, 
as have the tunérs-in. My brother Dryden 
told me of a British clergyman who read 
from the gospels the (until then) familiar 
exhortation: “He that hath yaws to yaw, let 
him yaw.” You could hardly blame them if 
they did. 

Side by side with the pause, pronunciation 
and enunciation, emphasized in my “Speaking 
in Public” (F. M. Barton Co.), is suitable 
expression of the ideas in the selection read. 

An exceptionally intelligent young woman 


r {HE shrewd remark that “the inspiration 
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from a ritualistic church who was attendiy¥ 
my classes asked me in one of the office ayj 
pointments: “You would not read a passag} 
from the Bible with the same expression ycq 
would: give it if it came from some othy 
book, would you?” I answered: “The Bibd 
deserves as well as other literature to hav} 
its contents read so as to convey their meaq} 
ing.” Begin your study preferably with | 
chapter given to general conversation, lil} 
that of the blind man in John 9th, for e4 
ample. The stories admirably told, such ;| 
those in II Kings, or in the book of Judge 
too little known by the public, will rewan 
an intelligent reader with the surprised atter 
tion of his audience. Imagine as you rea 
it aloud that you are hearing it for the fir 
time from a traveler or tourist who had wii 
nessed its scenes in person. Why is the Bib: 
called the book of life? You’d never gues 
if you heard it from some pulpit desks. [1 
leaves would not be for the healing of th 
congregations, but for their early departure. 

When we tell bedtime stories to our chi’ 
dren, or grand-children, we do not drom 
them like hypochondriac bullfrogs. We mat 
delay their slumbers a bit, but we have ou 
reputations to sustain, or to make. I hav 
seen a class of theological students stop o: 
the dormitory stairs, to hear about the ma 
that entertained at dinner a lot of kings wh 
had their big toes chopped off; or the trav 
eler that found his wife had been murdere 
in the night, and so took her body into th 
house, cut her up into twelve sections, an 
shipped them to the twelve tribes of his nz 
tion to learn their reaction. And after th 
ensuing war was over, his countrymen, findin 
on a count that the wives of their brother 
tribe had also been slain, invited the surviy 
ing warriors of the beaten tribe to hide, as 
dance was scheduled; and they ran out an 
snatched each one his bride-to-be. I cit 
these sample Biblical tales that ought not t 
be read as if you were reading one of th 
first nine chapters of the first book of Chror 
icles — remember that King Xerxes, accordin 
to Esther, had his book of chronicles read t 
him when he suffered with insomnia. Yo 
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nd I can name men that could do up the 
»b brown for old Xerxes! And do not forget 
hat that reading of his chronicles led to hang- 
ag a man ninety feet in the air, and clothing 
-non-Aryan in purple. The way some men 
ead the story of Daniel quashes our wonder 
t the little chap who was found crying, and 
obbed his sympathy because “the little lion 
night not get any.” 

The most effective way of bringing home 
0 our audiences the Bible selections and the 
lymns is to repeat them from memory. This 
‘ives the minister opportunity to look individ- 
als in the eye. It subtly conveys the value 
vhich the reader sets on what he reads. It 
mphasizes both words and sentiment. It pro- 
luces an unlooked-for effect. It is coming 
lowly into more general practice. The sacred 
nd familiar selections so gain in effect that 
hey often linger for months, sometimes for 
ears, in the hearer’s heart. To avoid stumb- 
ing, or slighted emphasis, says Dean Brown 
f Yale, learn them exactly as you wish to 
epeat them. Twenty or thirty chapters and 
yymns thus committed, too, are a valuable 
id to the minister when he lies awake at 
ight, in soothing his mind to rest. They con- 
ect him with Headquarters. They clinch the 
election in memory’s fastnesses. If you are 
alled upon unexpectedly in a strange place. 
r have no Bible at hand, memory comes to 
our aid. It serves as an example to others 
nd, if necessary, disarms criticism. It is easy 


to learn these things while you are shaving 
in the morning, or taking a walk. 

The Bible and hymns should be read not 
only with accuracy and expression, but with 
feeling. I knew in Hartford a humble business 
man who said that he could not read the 
story of Jesus’ trial and crucifixion without 
tears. Feeling! “He shed as it were great 
drops of blood falling to the ground.” The 
only way to read aright is to do what great 
actors do—put ourselves in the characters’ 
place, or at least on the scene. Spectators 
will leave the movies wiping their eyes, who 
have no heart for the murder of Jesus. That 
is why Oberammergau thought of the Pas- 
sion Play. In that village the year round, the 
very actors of Jesus and Judas are loved and 
hated. Emotion must be entertained before 
it can be imparted. I believe many a speaker 
is ashamed to show what he ought to be 
ashamed not to feel. I suppose this is because 
assumed emotion rouses only contempt for 
him who assumes it, and for his fellow min- 
isters. But why let the false destroy the real? 
When Dr. Truett finished his great sermon 
at the close of the World Alliance in Europe, 
the audience could not sing the closing hymn 
for the tears, which choked their voices. A 
bystander tells us that you could see the lines 
marked through the soot on the colliers’ faces 
while the matchless Whitefield was preaching 
to them. The purpose of reading the Bible is 
to “make the indifferent different.” 


THEMES FOR MOTHER'S DAY 


FRED 


ism has created to give special em- 

phasis to this or that phase of life in 
ts manifold relationships, Mother's Day 
hould take high rank. The wise preacher or 
eacher will see to it that it have inspirational 
nd informational value. Sentiment on Moth- 
r’s Day should run at high tide, but it should 
Ye sentiment not divorced from sense. Un- 
ortunately, on such a day, sentiment can too 
asily slop over into sentimentality. 

Many a minister, on Mother’s Day, allows 
is emotions to run away with his ethics. 
littering generalities fall from his tongue 
vhich, weighed in the balances, are found to 


pe)" all the special days that Protestant- 
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be wanting in truth. It is not required of any 
man that he become a liar for the sake of 
his mother on Mother’s Day./ Neither should 
the message for that day~be insipid and flat. 
On such a day one’s message should sparkle 
and scintillate. Such a message will be one 
in which one’s emotions are tandemed with 
one’s ethics in such a way that the result in 
the hearers is the dually achieved result of 
inspiration and information. The end of a 
Mother’s Day sermon should be to promote 
goodness in the listeners, and not to evoke 
gush, ~A little more scientific morality, and 
a lot less mush in many Mother’s Day sermons 
would work a great improvement in them. 
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It is not hard to find the main root of the 
error in many a Mother's Day sermon. On 
such a day the temptation is strong to follow 
the line of least resistance rather than that 
of most religion. One becomes over-sentimen- 
tal. When that takes place there is an inevi- 
table diminution of one’s spirituality. The 
yeast of unrestrained sentiment works its un- 
witting way in the imagination and there 
balloons out a string of words in which every 
mother becomes a swan. Too many sermons 
on Mother’s Day leave the impression that 
every mother is a sort of superangel built to 
a deluxe model. 


Right here the wise minister will guard 
himself against the danger of going off on a 
verbal spree on Mother’s Day. He will watch 
himself against the danger of becoming ex- 
cessively hyperbolic. For example such a one 
will not too readily quote the too often quoted 
saying of Lincoln that “he owed everything 
to his mother.” Or there is that other illus- 
tration about a boy being hanged on the high- 
est hill to which his mother would go. In 
both these illustrations hyperbolicity runs 
away with good sense. Let us keep ourselves 
religious on Mother’s day. 


It is hard for love to be always amenable 
to science. Of two possible dangers, that of 
being too romantic on the one hand, or that 
of being too scientific on the other, I would 
say, choose the latter. It is better to speak 
in terms of eugenics on Mother’s Day rather 
than in terms of exaggeration. Best of all is 
it to follow the example of our Lord with 
regard to this matter. Study what Jesus said 
in regard to mothers, and what he said to 
his own mother and your Mother’s Day mes- 
sage will hew to the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth. Such a study 
might suggest the possibility of themes like: 
“The Mother of Jesus.” If you choose this 
one you should first of all read what Bouck 
White has to say about the mother of Jesus 
in his now little read book “The Call of the 
Carpenter.” With regard to the mother of 
Jesus this is the best thing I have ever read 
about her. The Catholic Church with regard 
to this matter has gone metaphysical to the 
extent of landing in Mariolatry. Bouck White 
shows a better way; it is that we go socio- 
logical. On that road lies the reward of 
spiritual intuition. Mary, the peasant girl, 
becomes the mother of a prophet, yea, and 
more than a prophet. 


Or perhaps, in seeking to be inspirational 
and informational, you may desire to become 
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a little iconoclastic, in the way that Jame 
Barrie became iconoclastic in that great ac 
dress of his on Courage. You will recall the 
he there said “I sound to myself as if I wer 
advocating a rebellion, though I am reall 
asking for a larger friendship.” Such a resol 
would save many a Mother’s Day sermon fc 
being all sugar candy. How about the theme 
“Jesus: Home Maker and Home Breaker. 
There is more than alliteration’s artful devi 
in such a title. 


There are other avenues of choice alss 
open for the theme of a Mother’s Day sermo 
Associated with the Parent Teacher Move 
ment in the United States there is what ar 
known as Mother Choruses. These choruse 
are composed of mothers who supply th 
singing parts to many programs. Here is 
theme: “The Singing Mothers of the World.. 
Have a choir of them for illustration on Motht 
ers Day. Such a sermon provides excellent 
chance to show what the lullabies of mother 
have meant to the human race. Mothers ar 
they who have to sing often in a world 
woe and trial. For contrasted comment on 
could mention the sorrowing mothers of th 
world; also the sinning mothers; but for cone 
gratulatory comment emphasis can be reservee 
for the singing mothers of the world. 


Should you prefer to introduce a moderr 
note into your Mother’s Day sermon withoui 
becoming too modernistic there is the hymx 
composed in recent years by Arthur Bardi 
well Patten on “The Faith of our Mothers. . 
Here, in a four verse hymn, he tells of the 
fourfold faith of motherhood. There is the 
theme. A good one for our times. But one 
even more opposite to our distressed time i 
that which I would call “Calling all Mothers. 
Too often Mother’s Day sermons deal only 
with the natural mother. But what about the 
virtue in a grand mother, a step mother; <« 
foster mother, yes, and even a mother-in-law 
To preach such a sermon adequately one 
must have the gift of felicitous speech anc 
the gift of off setting deprecatory jokes. Tim 
othy’s experience affords a good basis for : 
sermon on “Grand Mothers.” Feature the 
grandmothers that day. They will be mad 
glad. The Book of Ruth is a masterpiec 
through which one can quietly offset the un 
witting cruelty of many comments concern 
ing mother-in-laws that are current in ou 
time. 


These are just a few of the themes throug] 
which a message can be brought to our mod 
ern day in which there is appropriate 
mingled sentiment and sense. 
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RELIGION AS BROTHERLINESS 


HARRY W. STAVER 


R. Charles E. Jefferson, in his book 

called “The Character of Jesus,” in- 

quires into “the secret of that fascin- 
tion which Jesus exerted upon those who 
new him and the heart of that magic by 
rhich he has thrilled and held nineteen 
hristian centuries.” Answering that inquiry, 
yr. Jefferson writes: “I should say it is the 
ve of Jesus were not the word ‘love’ so 
mbiguous and so liable to misinterpretation. 
should say it was the service of Jesus were 
“not for the fact that the word ‘service’ is 
ither cold and long since worn to shreds. 
should say the pity of Jesus, but pity is 
ve looking downward, and that does not 
onvey all the truth. I should call it the 
umanity of Jesus, but that is a vague and 
idefinite word that does not tell the story 
ividly. I should say the kindness of Jesus, 
ut the word does not carry force enough 
‘ith it. Possibly we cannot do better than 
ike the word, Brotherliness.” 


Is the word, Brotherliness, the best word to 
escribe “the secret of Jesus’ fascination” and 
is “magic” over men throughout “nineteen 
hristian centuries?” At any rate, it is a good 
ord. And it is the word that sets forth that 
uality in Jesus which is most congenial to 
1e modern mind and the modern mood. It 
, probably, the one word in religion, amongst 
ll the words of religion, that wakes the 
‘idest response in human hearts. The reason 
yx that, no doubt, is that it sets forth that 
cial passion which has come to so emphatic 

place in these times. Brotherliness and 
rotherhood are vital topics of human inter- 
t. And they are pertinent affairs of human 
yncern. But, in a day of much glib clamor 
rx brotherhood and great unwillingness to 
ay the price of it, we need to know what 
iis brotherliness involves, where its roots are 
id what it intends. To whom shall we go in 
‘der to learn these things about brotherli- 
sss? Fortunately, that question has long 
nce been answered by age-old consent. The 
iswer is Jesus Christ. In Jesus is found the 
uest, clearest and most comprehensive dem- 
istration of brotherliness, both in its spirit 
1d its substance, that the history of man 
fords. Even the cynic and unbeliever must 
eld to the fact that if brotherliness be not 
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in Jesus it is not anywhere. Suppose, then, 
we try to see something of this brotherliness 
as it functioned in Jesus and stands revealed 
in his teachings. 

If we will walk with the Master, through 
the Gospel records, noting his way of life, we 
shall learn this thing about him: He was a 
Brother to all men. Both his friends and his 
foes bear witness to that fact. And that is an 
important fact to get fixed in mind. We need 
to see it because in our day of divisions, class 
consciousness and racial hatreds there is too 
much claiming of Jesus as a partisan cham- 
pion by one group and one set of interests 
and denying him to all others. There were 
no barriers about the brotherliness of Jesus. 
His brotherliness was not exclusive, it was 
all-inclusive. He is no more the brother of 
the poor man than he is the brother of the 
rich man. He is no more the friend of bad 
people than he is the friend of good people. 
To remember only Jesus’ compassion for a 
blind man troubled with a physical ailment 
and forget his conversation with Nicodemus 
who was troubled by a spiritual dilemma; to 
be impressed by his healing of a lad’s tor- 
mented mind but pass by the love with which 
he looked upon the rich young ruler is to be 
guilty of a grievous ignorance of what brother- 
liness is in Jesus. He was a Brother to all men. 
And nothing short of that kind of brotherli- 
ness, incarnate in men, will ever be adequate 
to build a Brotherhood on the earth. For 
where boundaries are set up there can be no 
brotherhood. 

The manner of the Master’s life is borne 
out not only in what he did but, in what he 
taught. If one has any doubt about the height 
and depth and length and breadth of brother- 
liness in Jesus, this recorded word of his 
should banish all the doubt. It is the saying 
we find in the Sermon on the Mount which 
reads, “I say unto you that everyone who is 
angry with his brother shall be in danger of 
the judgment; and whosoever shall say to his 
brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the coun- 
cil; and whosoever shall say, thou fool, shall 
be in danger of the hell of fire. If, therefore, 
thou art offering thy gift at the altar and 
there rememberest that thy brother hath 
aught against thee, leave there thy gift at the 

Continued on page 244 
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The Editors Columns 


Hope 

The rhythmic clicking of the spinning 
wheels, as they droned off the long miles, the 
ceaseless, indistinct murmur of voices, the 
blurred, mesmeric sweep of landscape which 
slid swiftly by outside the polaroid-glass win- 
dow and which contested with the printed 
page before me for my eye, all conspired 
together. As the day lengthened with the 
rails, resistance became more and more use- 
less and I acceded to the call of Morpheus. 


How long I slept matters less than how 
soundly. That I was wholly without the realm 
of care or perplexity would indicate complete- 
ness regardless of duration. 

When one becomes attuned to sound or 
movement the cessation of either rouses one 
from depths of slumber as surely as noise 
rouses one sleeping in heavy silence. So it 
was that the protesting brakes had hardly re- 
leased their hold on the wheels and motion 
and noise ceased that I was instantly awake. 
Curious as to the miles my sleep had numbed, 
I glanced out of the window to see that we 
had finally passed out of Texas into Arkansas. 
At one end of the trim little parked yard 
at the depot I saw the name Hope. Only 
a short distance from the identifying sign 
stood, after the manner of most towns who 
had one or more representative youths in the 
world shambles of a quarter century ago, a 
world war cannon, of the French 7 mm, type 
if memory serves. 

But it wasn’t the name of the town nor the 
field piece which bored in upon my thought 
at the moment, though both played their part. 
Nothing could be more common than a world 
war relic of destruction set up in the depot 
yard or town square. Every town has one. 
What was unusual was the fact that this gun 
had been set up so that at a sharp angle from 
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the horizontal of life-destroying operative pos: 
tion, the muzzle pointed into the ground. 

A cannon in the depot yard at Hope, Arkar 
sas, merely that and nothing more, carries ni 
more significance than a cannon set up in the 
depot yard at Huntington, Arkansas, probabl 
not as much for one might play with the ide 
lingering around Huntington with a cannor 
But a cannon with the muzzle plugged an 
pointing down makes all the difference in the 
world. A lowered muzzle on a cannon in the 
town square or the depot yard makes Hop 
out of any town anywhere. Pray and labc 
for that day when all cannon muzzles wi 
point downward for not until then may w 
find Hope anywhere in the world. Of th 
various and direst needs of an errant age 
none there are greater than Hope. Where thi 
cannon points down, there will you find Hope 


Extra Mural 


OW much time should a pastor spen 
H on outside activities? That is a que: 

tion which is repeatedly coming to re 
ceive the renewed consideration of pastors. I 
the life of any community there are repeate 
calls upon pastors for service of all kinds. . 
minute ago the phone rang and some one aske 
me to busy myself with attempting to hav 
a certain person elected to an office. Th 
other day a letter asked me to throw m 
plans for Sunday to the winds and _ preser 
to my congregation that in which this grou 
was especially interested. Every pastor 
familiar with these perennial requests for h 
time and efforts. 


Then there are organizations of one so 
and another which solicit the pastor’s men 
bership. Shall he become a ‘joiner’ or sha 
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e limit his specific membership? What shall 
e do about it all? 

Consider the numerous requests for ad- 
resses and assistance. Most of these could 
e cut with considerable profit. Repeatedly, 
me which should have been given to parish 
uties is given to ‘outside’ activities. When, 
few years ago, things were very blue, there 
as considerable demand for humorous talks, 
is a very bad thing for any pastor to get 
1e reputation of being a humorous speaker. 
hen folks want a serious talk they get some 
1e else. Draw the line and carefully choose 
ie times and occasions when it would be 
Ivantageous to speak. 

Every pastor must be in the public eye to 
certain extent. But all ‘outside’ activity 
ould be consistent with his place and posi- 
yn as a pastor. What each one will do he 
ust determine for himself. There can be no 
solute rule for all cases. It would be well 
r many of us to sit down and carefully con- 
der our relationship with ‘outside’ activities 
id make a determined effort to readjust our- 
lves to our proper relationship as pastors. 

—W. R. S. 


of 


Iterations Now Going On 

N the stationery issued from Rockefel- 
5) ler Center, New York, is a die of the 

world, and across the globe is the 
scription: “Alterations Now Going On.” 
hatever our views of life may be, all of us 
cept the statement of this advertising man 
“The World — Alterations Now Going On.” 


At the moment we see governments, educa- 
n, social ideals and a score of other influences 
it effect life undergoing alterations. Included 
these forces are new ideologies and isms 
ut have had and are having a wide spread 
luence. What will the church do in view 
these alterations that are now going on? 
2als that have held peoples together have 
led. Selfishness has laid hold of nations. 
lers have shut God out of their lives and 
xy have tried to rule God out of the lives 
their people. Christ and His Gospel of 
1ce have been denied. A gospel of hate 
; been proclaimed. Racial hatred, revenge, 
te, and murder have been taught, and not 
- principles of love. 

Life must not become worse. It is our busi- 
s to call for better conditions. But, that is 
y the first step. The advance must be led 
the church proclaiming the Gospel of sal- 
ion for each individual. Instead of being 
tent with present conditions the great 
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challenge which confronts the church is to 
labor to bring in the Kingdom of God, here 
and now. 

One hopeful aspect of our situation lies in 
this, we may be nearer a genuine revival of 
Christian faith than we suspect. The very 
futility of life as it is now constituted has 
turned thoughtful men and women, every- 
where, to long for something better. From 
all walks of life there is being sounded the 
note of despair with the materialistic view of 
lite. We may be nearer peace among the 
nations than most of us suspect. 

Alterations are badly needed in our world, 
but they must be made by Christian men and 
Christian women. Long ago, our Lord said to 
the disciples, “The field is the world.” The 
world has grown weary with its sin and self- 
ishness. May we not see in our day a return 
to faith, a call for spiritual leadership, a world 
that is ready to follow Christ? 

To fulfill this vision of a better world, we 
ministers need to be convinced again of the 
greatness of our task and the imperativeness 
of our commission. The hour calls for ad- 
vancement in Christian effort, in greater loyal- 
ty, and preeminently for greater faith in Christ 
and His program for life. —W. F. Harkey 


yt 


The “wholly sanctified” man has mis- 
taken God for a mirror. 

In most peace treaties the pen is might- 
ier than the sword at doing the sword’s 
work. 


Dangerous as this world is, we may all 
eventually escape from it with our lives. 
Though life is eternal, it may still be as 
thin and narrow as a million yards of 
baby ribbon. 

Better a syllable of praise before death 
than a whole eulogy afterwards. 


It may be conservatively estimated that two 
dozen hens laying one egg each a day add 
more to human welfare than all the world’s 
armies and navies combined. 

After drifting apart a husband and wife 
sometimes come again within striking distance. 

A census doubtless would show that the 
average family has as many members as ever, 
but that two or three are dogs. 

Old age is the high place just this side of 
heaven where people may breathe the serene 
air above the dust and clouds of earth. 

—John Andrew Holmes 
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CHURCH ME tare 


Dates and Occasions to Remember 
Mother’s Day 
Home Dedications 
Parish Anniversaries 
Rural Life Sunday 
Ascension 
Pentecost 
Commencements 
Vacation Bible Schools 
Memorial Day 


of 
Why Preach to Empty Pews 
The story of a man who doubled his Church 
attendance through the help of a Parish Paper. 


Publishing a Parish Paper by the pastor 
affords him a golden opportunity to multiply 
his ministry by keeping plans and programs 
before all his people every day in the week. 
Practically all his members place the Church 
paper where they can readily pick it up and 
read it. 


“T have found,” says Rev. Oliver Shank, St. 
Louis, Mo., “that The National Religious Press 
cooperates with pastors in an effective manner. 
I have been editing the Fourth Baptist Church 
Messenger, now in its 12th volume, since its 
beginning, and have come to understand some 
definite facts about a Church paper:— 


1. Through the eleven years it has been a 
great help in building up the Sunday School 
through increased attendance, keeping officers 
and teachers interested as well as pupils 
through news items and educational items. 
The average attendance has increased from 
800 to over 700. 


2. Members are provided with sound relig- 
ious reading matter, as well as information 
about Church activities and contemplated 
plans. 


3. Worship services were attended by an 
average of 200 fifteen years ago; today the 
average is 500 to 600. People know what the 
program for the service is. 


4. Members of other Churches read the 
paper, especially the business men, who assist 
in the cost by buying advertising space. 


5. Through the files of the Parish Paper, 
we have built up accurate data about Church 
events, and the 132 issues in the file are prized 
beyond words for reference purposes. The 


Page 226 


issues will be bound into a single volume fc 
permanent records. 

6. Editing a Parish Paper gives the pastc 
actual experience in writing out his thoughtt 
and more important, it keeps him in touce 
with the happenings and interests of the menr 
bership and community. 

Mr. Shank concludes “Editing a_ paris 
paper gives the pastor-editor a real thrill an 
an adventure each month that lends zest are 
life to his daily work. I am recording histo» 
and my reactions to daily happenings in suc 
a way that the events are made a part ¢ 
community life.” 


Fourth Baptist Church, St. Louis, has at 
affiliated membership of 1600, no subscriptia 
fee is asked for the paper, papers are distr 
buted to every home in the community, profi 
made on the paper through advertising 
turned over to the Church treasurer. 


7 


Home Dedication Service 
(Parts may be assigned and adapted as desirec 


1. A Beatitude for the Family 


Happy is the family 
That has a true home. 
Built by loyal hearts: 
For home is not a dwelling, 
But a living fellowship 
And when people dwell together 
With understanding and affection 
They make their home 
A house of happiness. 

2. House Blessing (Repeated reverently i 
unison ) 
“Bless the four corners of this house 
And be the litel blest, 
And bless the hearth and bless the board, 
And bless each place of rest; 
And bless the door that opens wide 
To stranger as to kin. 
And bless each crystal window-pane 
That lets the starlight in: 
And bless the roof-tree overhead 
And every sturdy wall. 
The peace of man, the peace of God. 
The peace of love o’er all.” 


3. Scripture—Luke 10:38-42; I John 4:7-2 
orl Cor, 13 
4. Hymn or solo, if desired 


5. Candle or Light Ceremony—Symbol | 
Home Cheer 


(While one lights candles, another says:) 


There are many lights of home but lo 
that goes from heart to heart is the brighte 
of all. 
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When the candles have been lighted, some- 
one continues) 


Love is an incense from an altar bright 
Where candles shine with clear and mellow light 
Leis a lift along a lonely road 
And a firm, strong hand to share the daily load 
Tt is: a lamp that cheers us when we roam 
And a kindly spark that lights the fires of home. 
6. Lighting the Hearth Fire —Symbol of 
Hospitality 
If there is a fireplace the following may be 
sed. The husband puts on kindling and lights 
the fire. The wife reads:) 
“Kneel always when you light a fire 
Kneel reverently 
And grateful be 
To God for his unfailing charity.” 


Others may put on sticks, or twigs to add 
their bit) 

7. Declaration 

We who make up this family believe that 
ve have been united by a power higher than 
urselves. Controlled by the spirit of love we 
esire that every plan and act, every word 
nd thought shall be worthy of the love which 
ye have expressed, and that disagreements 
yhich come may be resolved in the spirit of 
uirness and affection. 


8. Acts of Dedication 


usband: We dedicate this house with appreciation of 
its builders and with gratitude for God’s lead- 
ing which has brought us here to make a 


home. 

ife: We dedicate the doors to security and to 
hospitality. 

usband: We dedicate the windows as receivers of 
light, and as means of looking out with 
kindness toward other homes. 

fife: We dedicate our furniture and equipment 
with pleasant thoughts of all those whose 
work adds to our comfort. 

usband: We dedicate our books as invitations to fel- 


lowship with great souls, and as bearers of 
the truth that makes us free. 


“ife: We dedicate our pictures as symbols of all 
things beautiful. 

We dedicate this home to work and leisure, 
to serious thought and the gaiety of laughter, 
to music and the lifting of the heart. 


‘ife: We dedicate this home to love and comrade- 
ship, to courage and patience, to courtesy 
and mutual understanding, to loyalty and 
high fellowship. 

We dedicate the life of this home to the ser- 
vice of God and man as a unit of the King- 
dom of God and a threshold to the life 


eternal. 
9. Prayer of Dedication. May be followed 
by the Lord’s Prayer in unison. 
God, Our Father, we thank Thee for our 
yme and for those other homes whose good 
fluences have blessed us. As we live to- 
sther here may our love for one another in- 
ease; may our thoughts go out with good 
ill to all the children of men, and may we 
,0w thy love which passes all understanding. 
fay the light of this home so shine that men 


usband: 


usband: 
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may see its good works and glorify Thee, Our 
Father in Heaven. 


10. Chosen Hymn or Hymns 


A song fest of old favorites would be in 
order if desired or one or more solos if persons 
present are prepared for them. Music may be 
woven into the entire program as desired. 

11. Benediction (By family in unison; or a 
closing prayer and benediction may be 
used. ) 

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord 
make His face to shine upon us, and be grac- 
ious unto us. The Lord lift up His counte- 
nance upon us, and give us peace. Amen.— 
L. Foster Wood, Com. on Marriage and the 
Home, Federal Council. 

y 
Home Dedication Programs 

Copies of the above program attractively 
printed may be secured at 5¢ each from Mr. 
L. Foster Wood, Committee on Marriage and 
the Home, Federal Council of Churches, 297 
Fourth Avenue, N. Y. There is space for sig- 
natures of visitors and lists of gifts. 

y 
Family Relations 

Some literature available from the office of 
the Committee on Marriage and the Home, 
Federal Council, 297 Fourth Avenue, N. Y. 
which will help in family relations: 

Harmony in Marriage (a book of guidance 


for brides and grooms) cloth ________- $1.00 
(Gift edition, with certificate, in a white 
OX) emer aie ok Re Seay aoe ee Ae 


Growing Together in the Family (for young 
married people) 50 
Building Spiritual Foundations in the Fam- 
ily (a study series for adults) ___------ 25 
Beatitudes for the Family, board cover 1.00 
(Paper cover) 50 
Making a Home: A Study of Youth, Court- 
ship and Marriage (for later teen age) —  .50 
Six Jestsior Marriagess == =e 10 
7 
‘*Waysharers’’ Cleaned Up 

“I have a word of criticism because of the 
editorial in The Expositor of April 1940. The 
article ‘Waysharers’ is a very good article, if 
you had omitted the reference to the cigar 
which the old preacher was carrying in his 
mouth. I once worshiped the brown weed 
myself but when I was converted the filthy 
habit was cleansed from my life. 

“tm this day when our country is spending 
many times more for tobacco than for all relig- 
ious purposes, why should a preacher's maga- 
zine aid the unholy habit and traffic by subtle 
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reference to it in its editorials or elsewhere? 
In the article the old preacher is referred to 
as having no wealth. Possibly if he had not 
used so much tobacco, he might have had 
more. 
“Yours for a cleaner magazine 
(Signed) L. S. Scheifele, Emmanuel Evangeli- 
cal Church, Blissfield, Michigan. April 12, 
1940. 
y 


The Christian Reply 

Memberships are being invited by a group 
of Christian Laymen and Church Leaders to 
an organization recently formed to combat the 
“unclean” in Magazines, Newspapers, and 
Motion Pictures. Headquarters are at Grand- 
Hebert Building, St. Louis, Mo. Address Neal 
J. Ostruske, The Christian Reply. 

7 
Topics To Preach On 
SEVEN NOTED CONFESSIONS 

1. Pharaoh—The Hardened Sinner, Exodus 
Sp Qi( 

2. Balaam—The Double-Minded, Numbers 
22:34. 

3. Saul—The Insincere King, I Sam. 15:24. 

4, Achan—The Doubtful Penitent, Joshua 
20) 

5. Job—The Repenting Saint, Job 7:20. 

6. The Prodigal—A Returned Sinner, Luke 
15:18. 

7. Judas—The Penitent of Despair, Matt. 
27:4. 


SEVEN MOUNTAINTOP EXPERIENCES 
1. Ararat—The Mount of Promise, Gen. 8:4. 
2. Sinai—The Mount of the Law, Exodus 

chs. 19, 20. 

3. Moriah—The Mount of Jehovah, Gen. 

22:1-19. 

4. Carmel—The Mount of Decision, I Kings 

18:21. 

5. Hermon—The Mount of Transfiguration, 

Matt. 17:1-8. 

6. Calvary—The Hill of Atonement, Luke 

23:33. 

7. Olivet-The Mount of Power, Acts 1:8- 

12, —Will. H. Muston, Olathe, Colo. 

1 

The Holy Spirit 
In Psalm 51:10-13, you will find where 

God and the Holy Spirit do Six Labors, or 


exercise Six Influences, and leave the Seventh 
to Man. 


1. “Create in me a clean heart, O God.” 
See Gal. 5:16. The work of Holy Spirit. (a.) 
Spiritual work for God or mankind is done 
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only by those with clean hearts. (b.) TE 
clean heart will win others through examp: 
and contact. 

2. “Renew a right spirit within me.” Se 
Gal. 5:22-23. The work of Holy Spirit. 

3. and 4. “Cast me not away from Tk 
Presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit fro: 
me.” (See John 4:24, John 14:16, Eph. 3:1 
and 5:18. 

5. “Restore unto me the joy of Thy Salv, 
tion.” See Gal. 5:22. Rom. 8:16-18. 

6. “Uphold me with Thy free Spirit.” Se 
INGCtSUO: 

Now man’s work begins. The Psalmist say 
“Then will I teach transgressors thy ways ar 
sinners shall be converted unto Thee. Notice 
the “shall” and “will” clauses. The “will” 
used for poor, weak, finite and fallible ma 
the “shall” for the Almighty, Infinite and I: 
fallible God._Wm. Carter, Fellowship of TR 
Holy Spirit, 24 East 99th Street, N. Y. C. 


7 
Motherhood 

“The Maker of Men.” Ex. 2:9-10. 

“The mother in her office holds the key 

Of the soul; and she it is who stamps tl 
coin 

Of character and makes the being wh 
would be a savage 

But for her gentle care, a Christian mans 

Moses’ mother is a fine illustration of th 
making of aman. What he was she made hir 

1. The Mother’s peculiar privilege — Th 
Distinction of her handiwork. Because » 
divine appointment, the mother is an instr 
ment in the hand of God. Continuous coz 
tact of domestic life. 

2. The Mother’s responsible office — th 
character of her handiwork. (a.) Life’s mo 
potential force, a child. (b.) Life’s most p 
tential wealth, character and happiness. 

3. Her many tears — the test of her hanc 
work. (a.) Tears of joy, the mother of Jesu 
(b.) Tears of grief, the mother of Judas. Pro 
Ove 

4. The Mother’s rightful honor. The recor 
pense of her handiwork. (a.) Express yon 
gratitude and esteem. (b.) Use deeds as we 
as words. 

5. Let mothers strive to be worthy of th 
confidence and esteem.—Exchange. 


7 
Building a Life 
1. The structure imperishable. (a.) Shou 
be beautiful and useful. (b.) Should hay 
solid foundation. 
2. Undertaking demands vast resources. ( 
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Great wisdom. (c.) 
Boundless love. (e.) 


mfathomable love. (b.) 
finite patience. (d.) 
easeless Prayers. 


if 


he Busy Man’s Sermon 
erne P. Mitchell 


1. All Honor to Mother Because— 


She is unselfish. 

Of what she has given to her children. 

Her wages are love. 

She ever forgives and never forsakes. 

Her love was the first that suffered for me. 

Her voice was the first to speak love into my ears. 
She cared for me when I was helpless. 

Her knee was my first altar. 

Her smile gave me my first glimpse of heaven. 
Her love never fails and never dies. 


2. There is Joy in the Home When— 


Pure hearts come to the marriage altar unstained. 
Christ is an abiding guest. 

Pure love is sanctioned by the Almighty. 

Both husband and wife bear and forbear. 

Fun has a place on the family program. 

Naught is torn by the briars of suspicion. 

Self is minimized and the family magnified. 
When everyone is willing to work. 

Complaints are never heard. 

Love laughs and sings. 


3. Who is to Blame If— 


Judges are corrupt? 

Children in a community are constantly stealing? 
Policemen sleep instead of being on duty? 
News-stands are piled high with snappy stories? 
The sacredness of Sunday is lost thru commercialism? 
Movies make heroines of divorcees? 

Murders get more publicity than elections? 

There are too many ‘“‘fires” in town? 

Bootleggers ply their trade unhindered in a city? 
Loose dogs seem to have taken possession of town? 


4. I Pity the Woman Who— 


Thinks more of her looks than of her character. 
Permits her tongue to make her lonely. 

Is too lazy to give time to community building. 
Has lost the affection of her husband. 

Orphans her children to play bridge. 

Gives her chief affections to a ‘‘poodle.” 

Has never learned how to play. 

Enjoys her poor health. 

Is always looking for compliments. 

When the shadows fall cannot pray. 


5. On Memorial Day We— 


Pay tribute to the soldiers who fought for country. 
Are reminded of the cost of our country, 

Think of loved ones who were and are not. 

Lay our flowers on the graves of dear ones. 

Shed our tears in sweet memory. 

Unfurl our flags to the breeze. 

Drink anew at liberty’s fountain. ; : 
Listen to the vibrant strains of martial music. 
Pledge again our allegiance to country. 

Dream of a warless world. 


of 


he Structure We Raise 

“What have you done?” said an irate builder 
) a young helper whom he had left alone on 
1e construction job. “You have put one gar- 
ge on top of the other instead of side by 
de.” 

We smile at this joke under a cartoon, yet 
there not some truth in it? In building the 
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house of life we need all the wise council 
that we can get. Neglect this and the struc- 
ture that we raise will be ridiculous, 

Of course we must take care in the choice 
of our advisors. The story is told of a man 
who built a boat by the side of the road. All 
who passed by stopped to tell him how they 
thought a boat should be built and he faith- 
fully tried to put their suggestions into effect, 
with what result you can imagine. Then be- 
side this, which he laughingly called “every- 
body's boat,” he built another according to 
the best plan that he could get. In contrast 
it stood out as a model of perfection. 

Don’t you think a person should choose the 
plan for his life with as much pains as he 
would take to select a pair of shoes or a hat? 
How we do scan the advertisements to see 
what they are wearing! The New Testament 
gives the best Pattern that has ever been put 
before men to choose. “Jesus advanced in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God 
and men.” (Luke 2:52). 

Modeling our lives after Him, we. shall 
build something strong and useful. Lives built 
on any other plan become fantastic and futile. 
Napoleon, who followed his “star” of self-ag- 
grandizement, pales into insignificance before 
the Apostle Paul, who said, “For me to live, 
is Christ.” (Ph. 1:21). Build a Christlike life 
and you will raise a structure that is beautiful 
and enduring.—Paul R. Kirts. 


2 

Bulletin Board 

A small remnant of religion is enough to 
make a cloak. 

On earth you can only gain one thing per- 
manently. Heaven. 

You've got to reach heaven before you die 
to get there afterwards. 

An endless hope is to be chosen before a 
hopeless end. 

Almost saved is entirely lost. 

Let your bucket be empty when you go 
to the well. 

The well beaten path is not always the 
right road. 

It’s safer to look to the clouds rather than 
the crowds. 

Wanting the crown, one does not weary of 
the cross. 

It is easier to carry one’s cross than to 
drag it. 

It is a great thing: to do a small thing well. 

Emotion is poor substitute for action. 

Ways of doing good are more numerous 
than inclinations. 

The debt we owe God is payable to man. 
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ULPIA 


MOTHERS AND QUEENS 


GEORGE SHILLITO, A.M. 


_ and their queens shall be thy nursing 
mothers.’—Isaiah 49, 23. 
HE prophet, as you know, is speaking 
in the language of poetry, and not of 
stolid historic fact. When Israel’s hour 
of glory returns, the queens who once despised 
her shall come and serve her people in hum- 
ble ministries; queens shall be to them as 
nursing mothers. I am afraid that there is a 
little scornful exultation in the words of the 
prophet. These queens are to be nurses, ful- 
filling the duties that otherwise would fall to 
the real mothers, and the prophet is quite 
glad to think of what he deems to be their 
humiliation. 

But suppose these queens were actually 
brought captive into Israel and set to care for 
the little ones of the homes in which they 
served, would it not have been the supreme 
alleviation of their suffering to receive in their 
arms and hearts the innocent, joyous children 
to whom they might well be nursing mothers? 
At least, if these imaginary queens were 
truly women I think it would be so. The 
prophet was a man and perhaps did not un- 
derstand this. 

I remember a Lancashire woman, who had 
no children of her own, being given charge 
of a little baby boy for some people who did 
not want to be troubled with him. She was 
only a paid servant, and they treated her as 
such. But the nursing mother and the little 
one grew heart to heart, and when at last 
they took him away, cruelly and ungratefully, 
it broke her heart. It was no humiliation to 
her, but a glory, to be a nursing mother. 

So I want to turn these words about this 
afternoon, both in their order and their mean- 
ing, and my text becomes this: “Thy nursing 
mothers shall be queens.” 

You and I—we say it very humbly — are 
Christians — or, at least, we are trying to be 
Christians, and we have a great hope for this 
country of ours, and for all the world, and 
that hope is the Kingdom of Christ. We are 
always saying in our hearts, “The kingdoms 
of this world shall become the Kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign 


for ever and ever.” It is a nobler hope than 
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that which Isaiah cherished for his people 
and as part of that hope to be fulfilled som: 
day, part of that hope for which and by whic: 
we live, we say the nurs.ng mothers shall b 
queens. That will be our day of radiant glory 


The Inborn Spirit of Motherhood 


Every true and healthy girl is a mothe 
from the day she takes her first doll in he 
arms, and tries to lull a rebellious kitten t: 
sleep in a cradle. I saw a mother in the ca 
the other night, and she held her baby solemm 
ly and lovingly to her breast, and kept hir 
in strong, resolute arms that no danger coul: 
possibly come to him. This wise, competer 
mother was about eight years old and he 
baby brother about two, but she is a mothe 
indeed, and a queenly little mother, too. 

So this mother-spirit which is in all tru 
girls and in all honorable women, is by n. 
means restricted to those who are literall 
mothers with children of their own to car 
for. Teachers with their scholars, leaders c 
Guildry and Guider companies, poor wome 
who out of goodness of heart care for haples 
neighbors and their neglected little ones, ric 
women with time to succor the needy, nurse 
caring for sick little folk in the hospitals, anc 
above all, Christian women and girls tryin 
to show their sisters the golden vision of th 
Saviours love, are all mothers in Israe 
whether they have children of their own a 
not. It is the supreme art that womanhoo: 
possesses—this art of mothering, and that is t 
say it is the noblest art in human life. Mose 
once said “Would that all the Lord’s peopl 
were prophets!” Well, let all the men b 
prophets, if they can; but let us rather say 
“Would that all the Lord’s daughters wer 
mothers!” In that spirit is queenly power. 

Some of you have found, or will find in th 
experiences of happy wives and mothers you 
royal sphere and opportunity. Love and hom 
are the master words of all your life an 
thought. Would that all Christian wome 
would choose Christian husbands! There — 
no blessedness of home or family withor 
Christ. It is Christian homes, fathers an 
mothers the world needs. 


From the women of our country aris 
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sachers of the young, both in sacred and 
ecular knowledge—if indeed any knowledge 
snot sacred. They will be queen-mothers of 
he minds and souls of their scholars. They 
jill take pains that they may be born into 
‘uth, and nurtured into all holiness of living. 
n the great days when Hilda was abbess, 
rowds of men and women came to her for 
saching. She was the head of a great univer- 
ity. Her scholars became bishops, priests, 
fatesmen, and poets. They learned music 
nd they studied husbandry. “She put this 
.onastery,” says Bede, “under regular discip- 
ne... and taught there the strict observance 
f justice, piety, chastity and other virtues, 
nd particularly of peace and charity . . . here 
rudence was so great that . . . even kings and 
rinces asked and received her advice, she 
bliged those who were under her direction 
) attend much to the reading of Holy Scrip- 
res, and to exercise themselves in works of 
istice, and, Bede adds, “all who knew her 
alled her Mother.” 


Amongst you are those who God has called 
) stern self-denial and much sacrifice in the 
are of loved ones who grow old and weak, 
nd to bear with all their frailty of mind and 
1e exacting disposition of old age. It calls for 
1e mothering instinct, for the spirit of the 
aviour—and in that is queenly authority. 


The Secret of All Womanly Service 


I need not enumerate all the vast variety 
- duties to which women are called in due 
‘ason and in these days. Your influence will 
> forth into the circles in which you live; 
yu may have entrusted to you the care of 
ie poor; the guidance of charities; the care 
’ the sick; the work of the Church; the con- 
srsion and care of souls—even the work of 
e ministry, and in all these if you forget 
at the supreme spirit of your nature is the 
other-spirit, you will fail pitiably however 
ittering may be the external appearances of 
yur life’s success. 


Mrs. Meynell has written a very noble poem 

1 St. Catherine of Siena. It tells of a rich 
1d strong cavalier, “stopped in his frolic by 
e state” and sentenced to death. St. Cath- 
ine goes to see him in his cell, and finds “all 
s lyric courage dumb.” 


Death. He did fear it in his cell, 
Darkling amid the Tuscan sun; 
And weeping, at her feet he fell, 
The sacred, young, provincial nun. 
She prayed, she preached him innocent; 
She gave him to the Sacrificed; 
On her courageous breast he leant, fe 
The breast where beat the heart of Christ. 
He left it for the block, with cries 
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Of Victory on his serried breath; 

That crimson head she clasped, her eyes 

Blind with the splendour of his death. 

And St. Catherine here is just the type of 
the true woman enabling by motherly love 
and purity, failing, daunted, weary men to 
face their duty and their destiny with the 
splendor of recovered faith. 

“Power,” said John Ruskin, “to heal, to re- 
deem, to guide, to guard. Power of the 
sceptre and the shield; the power of the royal 
hand that heals in touching, that binds the 
fiend, and looses the captive; the throne that 
is founded on the rock of Justice, and des- 
cended from only by steps of mercy. Will you 
not court such power as this, and seek such 
throne as this, and be no more housewives but 
queens?” 


Our Need of “Queens and Mothers” 


This old world of ours needs a vast army 
of men to save it from its enemies; it needs a 
still vaster army of nursing mothers to save it 
from despair. Its nursing mothers who save 
it are its true queens. It is with authority of 
unstained goodness and strength of a good 
will, and its graciousness of the loving and 
tender heart, that you will prove your regal 
dignity amongst men. 


But you must prove it, and you must hold 
it. The moment that dignity is lost a woman’s 
power vanishes. The ranks of the nation’s 
nursing mothers have one queen the less. Just 
as fallen womanhood is the saddest of all life’s 
tragedies, so the true, strong and _ gracious 
woman is the incomparable mistress of us all. 
It was Christian chivalry which recognized 
that; nay, it was the very spirit of that Jesus 
who welcomed the sacrifice of the widow’s 
mite and the breaking of the box of ointment, 
as signs of the noblest of all high callings. 
“She cast in more than they all.” “Wherever 
the gospel is preached, what this woman has 
done shall be told as a memorial of her.” 


One day the Master went to a house and 
there was a little girl there, lying dead, as it 
seemed. Jesus said she was only sleeping, and 
He took her by the hand and said, “Maiden, 
arise,” and her spirit returned, and she rose 
up immediately. 

So every woman may touch the Saviour’s 
hand, and rise up from sleep or death to the 
fulness of a woman’s dignity and power, and 
so fulfil the calling of a mother who is also a 
queen, obeying the Lord Jesus Christ, de- 
veloping the capacities of a woman’s helpful- 
ness, and in thought and word and deed 
bringing worship to God. 
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THE GENERATIONS OF ADAM 


ORVAL HENRY AUSTIN 


S we all know, the names of the early 
Aves all had special meanings. It 
is apparent in the fact that changes 
were made in names as the characters of the 
persons underwent change. Abraham’s name 
was changed from Abram to Abraham, and 
Saul’s to Paul, as it became evident that they 
had received the blessing of Almighty God. 
As I was reflecting on this fact not long 
since, it occurred to me that in the meanings 
of the names of the first characters in our 
human drama we might find a deeper mean- 
ing. I knew that “Adam” meant “red,” for 
the red earth from which the first man was 
created — and that “Eve” meant “Life.” “And 
Adam knew Eve his wife,” the story goes, 
“and she conceived and bare Cain, and said 
I have gotten a man from the Lord. And she 
again bare his brother Abel.” If we were to 
re-phrase this in modern terminology, giving 
it the meaning of the early Hebrews, the story 
would read something like this: “From the 
union of the red earth (from which the first 
man was made) with life, came forth posses- 
sion and vanity. For Cain originally meant 
“possession,” and Abel, “vanity.” 
Surely there is here something more than 
a statement of fact by the author of the story, 
more than a recitation of the genealogy of the 
first men on earth. Surely there must be in 
this story, also, a statement of what the author 
conceived to be characteristic of those first 
men. He is declaring what he believes to be 
deepest in human nature. And if we follow 
down the lines of descent from this first pair, 
we are more convinced of this; and we get 
deeper insight into what was the early au- 
thor’s conception of human nature. In_ this 
way the generations of Adam cease’ to be 
mere dry recitals of one man after another, 
something to be omitted from our Bible read- 
ing; and they achieve a new meaning. Will 
you look for a moment with me at the gen- 
erations of AdampP 
Adam and Eve, “red earth,” and “life” 
brought forth not only “possession” and “van- 
ity’ —which were at conflict until “vanity” 
was slain—. There were also two other lines 
of descent. Enoch, according to our record, 
was the third son, and this third son was 
called “Experienced” —one who was expe- 
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rienced. And Enoch begat Irad — “the watchi 
ful one” — and Irad begat Mehujael, one wh: 
was “struck of God.” His son was Methusae- 
“Man of God.” Strangely, the son of thi 
man of God was Lamech, “the destroyer.: 
And Lamech had four children: Tubal-cair 
“the producer of weapons;” Jabal, “the fathe 
of such as live in tents;” Jubal, whose nam 
was “music;” and the fourth child (a wom 
drous thing in this day of patriarchs whe 
women were regarded only as a means fa 
the rearing of sons) was a girl whose nam: 
somehow crept into the record. Her name 
Naamah, meant “pleasant,” and what an out 
standingly happy person she must have bee: 
to have deserved the immortality of bein 
remembered in spite of the odds against hex 

There is recorded, then too, another lin: 
of descent from the first pair — beginning wit 
a brother of Cain, Abel, and Enoch. An: 
what was his name? — Seth, “a substitute,” - 
a son was born to take the place of the slai 
Abel; and vanity yet remained on the face 
the earth. 

And Seth, the substitute for “vanity,” wa 
the father of Enos, whose name means “man. 
In the days of Enos, we are told, began ma 
to call on the name of the Lord. And the so: 
of Enos was Cainan, whose name meant “pos 
sessor.” And he begat Mahalaleel, “the prais: 
of Cod;” and from him came forth Jared, wh. 
was simply “descent.” And next in line wa 
another Enoch, “the experienced one,” whos: 
son was Methusaleh, “the man of the dart. 
The man of the dart was the father of Lar 
ech, “the destroyer,” and the son of Lamec 
in this line of descent was Noah, with whor 
we shall end our investigation lest it becom: 
tiring. Significantly enough, both for th 
struggle of the Spirit of God with men, an 
for our consideration this morning, Noa 
means “rest.” 

And what have we when we have trace 
thus far the lineage of our first forbearsP W 
have an elaboration of the traits of men a 
expressed in the story of creation. In_ thé 
story we learn that man is conceived of th 
dust of the earth, and brought alive by th 
breath of God—so that he is an admixtur 
of the base with the finest; he is not onl 
creature but creator; he is not only worm bt 
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eir of the divinity of God. This we find fur- 
rer elaborated in the generations from Adam 
» Noah: Possession and vanity (which au- 
nors from that time to this have conceded 
1e lowest places in the scale of human 
alues) brought forth in order man — the ex- 
erienced one — the possessor — the praise of 
od — the man of the dart — the destroyer — 
est. It is significant that while there is this 
range mixture of the fierce with the gentle, 
1e base with the divine, the destroyer with 
ve creator, the one who was first named 
man” was the one in whose lifetime men first 
egan to call on the name of the Lord. The 
istinguishing characteristic of mankind is his 
‘illingness and ability to call upon the Lord. 
We have progressed far beyond these dim 
eginnings. Our history has been the history 
f the ascent of man. And the ascent of man 
as been a struggle between these two ele- 
vents, the destroyer and the man of God — 
1e one of which makes for war, the other of 
yhich makes for peace. These are the inheri- 
ince of the generations of Adam. 


Both the struggle and the ascending plane 
re evident in the emerging concept of God 
nd the enlarging concept of man. In the 
rst dawn of existence when men lived by 
mquest, Jahweh was thought of and wor- 
1iped as a fierce God, one who fought with 
-and for —his chosen people. He led them 
1 battle. He was their shield and their de- 
nder. 

But as time went on and the leavening pro- 
sss of civilization was at work, a higher and 
obler concept of the nature of God devel- 
ped. It is as though he revealed himself to 
1e early strugglers along the upward way in 
ich ways only as they were able to compre- 
end. As men grew they acquired an en- 
rged concept of God. Jahweh no longer 
smanded the sacrifice of first-born sons; he 
» longer was a God of jealousy, envy, and 
ite — but he became, through a process of 
finement, the God of justice, the God who 
yhorred war, the God of our fathers. And 
> demanded, finally, that his children become 
arfect through their Example and Saviour. 
e spoke through the Psalmists, the Prophets, 
1d the Saviour — who dreamed a dream of 
time when men would beat their swords 
to ploughshares and their spears into prun- 
g hooks. 

And man grew. He no longer took his food 
, conquest and his wife by force. He 
anged his livelihood from preying upon ani- 
als only just wilder than himself, to a more 
able life built around a tilled field and a 
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permanent home. The man of the dart and 
the destroyer lost prestige as man learned 
more and more the true nature of God and 
his will for men. 

Yet all the while the two elements, the 
base and the fine, remained existent side by 
side — and where long and slow progress was 
made, the curse of the generations of Adam 
found an outlet; and war, the basest of man’s 
corporate actions, often halted the progress. 

This, then, is the spirit that has led us to 
war, and lately to the brink of war. Our gen- 
eration is becoming more and more aware of 
the hell and folly that is war. And yet at 
this season of the year we pay tribute to those 
who have died in such like wars. While we 
deplore the struggle that has led us into war, 
we must pay homage to those who have 
fought and bled for what they have con- 
ceived to be the right. And though the world 
be wrong in its concept of what is right, 
though men have forgotten to call upon the 
name of the Lord, yet we pay tribute to those 
who have given their all to bring about the 
good. We remember reverently, and cannot 
praise too highly, those who have given “the 
last full measure of devotion” to bring about 
the right as they saw it. For only through 
such who dare will our goal be reached. Only 
through such as these, who have firm con- 
victions and defend them to the end, will we 
maintain the ascending plane. 

It is my purpose this morning, however, to 
erect a memorial — figuratively — to those he- 
roes who have gone before: those who have 
fought a different fight to raise man’s concep- 
tion of man, who have taught us the folly of 
possession and vanity, and interpreted God’s 
will for us. These are the true heroes. I 
should like a special memorial to Enos — first 
to be called man, and first to show us that 
true humanity lies in searching out and doing 
the will of God. 

And to the future heroes, to the Veterans 
of Future Wars —for such there will be if 
the destroyer, the maker of darts, is deep in 
our souls — we would say: “You are the vic- 
tims of the curse of the generations of Adam. 
Possession and the spirit of vanity are at large 
in the world.” “And so long as they are, there 
will be producers of weapons and destroyers, 
and you will suffer and you will be the vic- 
tims. For standing firmly for the right we can 
but firmly applaud. But we pray for forgive- 
ness in haying done so little to bring God’s 
will on earth. And we pray for faith that 
some day man will have learned his lesson, 
and all men will call upon the name of the 
Lord, and there will be peace.” 
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THE ACTUAL AND THE POSSIBLE 


FRANK A. SHARP 


EAR 110th street in New York City, 
N not far from Riverside Drive, there 

stands one of the greatest Cathedrals 
in our country. Not far from this edifice is 
the route of a street car line. When the great 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine had risen 
above Morningside Heights, and piles of 
massive stones were heaped about the grounds, 
it is said that a passenger asked a street car 
conductor who passed this magnificent build- 
ing operation many times a day what it was? 
“I don’t know” he answered, “but I guess it’s 
some old ruins.” 

As we look upon the world today and com- 
pare actual facts and conditions with the 
ideals of Jesus, there is indeed much to de- 
press us. Yet we should avoid the mistake 
of the street car conductor as he viewed the 
partially built cathedral. It may be granted 
that his description of the state of the build- 
ing was quite accurate, but how unfortunate 
that he was not aware of the direction in 
which it was going. He failed to see the 
possibilities latent within that mass of build- 
ing materials. He saw only the actual facts. 


The conductor was half right when he 
made his statement, for it undoubtedly ap- 
peared like a ruins, in the process of con- 
struction. So also does mankind. When we 
look at the human race struggling upward; 
it, too, seems a ruins. We pass by it many 
times a day but few of us stop long enough 
to think that within the breast of mankind 
there is something latent which will produce 
goodness, truth and beauty. We fail to see 
that life can be a cathedral. Like the conduc- 
tor, we do not have the ability to picture the 
magnificent structure rearing up for the glory 
of God. For the truth is, when we think too 
much about the present, see too many facts, 
never visioning the possibilities of the future, 
life becomes hard and cold. 

Within every situation in life there are two 
sets of factors, the actualities and the possi- 
bilities. The actualities are the impressions 
we get as we hurry by. They are the ruins. 
To find the possibilities we need to pause, to 
look beyond, to look upward, to envision the 
capabilities within the “ruins’—to see the 
completed cathedral. In viewing life we see 
either a drab set of discouraging facts or 
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latent possibilities that challenge us to de- 
velop them. One view deals with things as 
they are while the other deals with things as 
they ought to be. One view deals only with 
the muddle of the present while the other 
attempts to build a better world in the future 
upon the foundation of this material. One is 
being, the other becoming. Wherever we 
may look we see that the possibilities must 
come out of, and must be part and parcel of| 
the actualities. 

When we make the statement, “Let us look 
at the facts,” we usually mean that we ought 
to view the situation as it is in the present: 
shorn of all its idealism and hope. When we 
view life only in the present it is discouraging 
and disappointing. Mere facts are always 
drab and disconcerting apart from their use. 
or the purpose for which they exist. One of 
the facts in any situation that we sometimes 
overlook in our attempts to be realistic is the 
fact that all things have possibilities. It is 
important to get at the facts but it is more 
important to ask the question — “What are 
you going to do with the facts?” Are you 
going to become cynical and discouraged, o1 
do you have the vision to see what can be 
done with these facts to create a better world. 


The world is full of discouraging facts but 
there are few people who see beyond to the 
possibilities. It has taken the people whc 
have risen above the facts and have seen the 
possibilities to further progress. Florence 
Nightingale, out of the grim facts of war. 
saw the possibilities for giving help and care. 
Octavia Hill saw the possibilities for bette: 
living conditions after knowing the facts about 
the death breeding tenements of London 
Louis Braille brought joy to thousands out of 
his contact with the tragic finality of blind- 
ness. All of these people created a better 
world because they saw beyond the sordic 
facts to the possibilities for better living in. 
herent within them. 


Some people are especially able to see the 
greatness of little things and the beauty ot 
what seems to most of us to be drab anc 
ordinary. It is a pleasure to drive with ar 
artist. As we journey along the roadway he 
sees objects of beauty and points out scene: 
that most of us would never see. Hundred; 
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of people pass over the same road every day 
but fail to discover along with the artist the 
possibilities of recording for others the silent 
color and beauty latent within the hills and 
valleys of the countryside. Life would be so 
much more intense and interesting if we 
could interpret some of the simple facts of life 
and see their greatness. 


A recent editorial tells of a situation that 
is gloomy enough in itself. It looks depressing 
and in ruins as the cathedral looked to the 
conductor, but note the hidden possibilities. 
Late in the seventeen hundreds a Massachu- 
setts town voted to change its name to Frank- 
lin and wrote that eminent Colonial of the 
fact, asking him to present them with a bell. 


Franklin replied that he appreciated the 
honor but as he preferred “sense to sound” 
he was sending them books instead. Those 
books are still on view in the public library 
of the Town of Franklin. They are a pathetic 
collection, meagre enough even in the early 
eighteen hundreds. An ordinary street car 
conductor looking at them might say, “I guess 
they are some old ruins.” Here was the situa- 
tion in actuality —a scant collection of books 
jealously guarded by the village fathers. Not 
very promising in a farming community that 
wanted an alarm. 


Then one day early in the last century a 
farm boy began to borrow and read those 
books. His name was Horace Mann. Mann 
drank at the waters of that pool, shallow 
though it was. He came to see how wretched 
was the state of public education in his own 
commonwealth, supposedly the best in the 
new republic. It was enough for young Mann. 
The rest of the story is familiar to all. In that 
small library was kindled the spark that was 
to light the nation and become America’s 
common school educational system, of which 
Horace Mann was the fighting founder. 


y 


All the possibilities of any situation are 
part and parcel of the actualities of it. Frank- 
lin knew that for it was he who once answered 
the sneering question, “What good is elec- 
tricity?” by answering “What good is a baby?” 
If we could only see the possibilities for liv- 
ing latent within the so called “facts of life.” 

Jesus, after looking at mankind, says that 
there are possibilities for the highest and 
noblest. Many modern men have said in look- 
ing at mankind that he was just some old 
ruins, but not Jesus. He, more than anyone 
else, saw the possibilities as well as the actual- 
ities. He tried to show us that human life is 
not some sordid, mean, and ugly thing; but 
rather, that life is a structure capable of being 
built into a beautiful cathedral reared to 
glorify God and man. 

In whom did Jesus see the possibilities? He 
chose some plain fisher folk that others would 
have looked past. Jesus refused to persecute 
a woman who had done wrong, because he 
saw possibilities there. Where other people 
saw only ruins Jesus saw a life filled with the 
breath of God. He saw something divine and 
noble in mankind and it seemed that contact 
with Jesus inspired these people with noble- 
ness instead of worthlessness. The message 
that Jesus has for today is one of hope. In 
spite of economic greed and oppression, in 
spite of nationalism and racial persecution, in 
spite of wars and greed in high places — if 
we are filled with the gospel of Jesus we will 
start out with the firm resolve that the King- 
dom of God is possible. Out of these sordid 
and discouraging facts can be built a world 
in which there is an international feeling of 
good-will, where war is done away with and 
all men consider themselves brothers under 
the banner of the God of Love. The way of 
Jesus is the way of the Cathedral. What are 
we as a nation or you as an individual look- 
ing at? The ruins or the cathedral? 


THE NATURALNESS OF THE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE 


ORVILLE THEODORE FLETCHER, Ph.D. 


HERE are many things in the Christian 
| religion besides the fiery trial that seem 
strange. There are some things hard 


to be understood, many truths yet to be prov- 
en, many teachings yet to be interpreted and 
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applied, and many experiences for the Chris- 
tian that seem inconsistent with our interests, 
and so people are led to look upon the Chris- 
tian life as something external to human life, 
strange and extraordinary. Some regard the 
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Christian Way as an encroachment upon 
human rights and liberties. They seem to see 
the Christian life as alien to human nature, 
foreign to human welfare and often as putting 
a limit upon human happiness. But there is 
nothing more natural to human nature than 
the Christian way of living. There is nothing 
more in accord with our highest destiny and 
our truest well-being. It answers our every 
need for ideal and inspiration. It fits us 
exactly. It fills up the lack in every life com- 
pleting and crowning it with glory and honor. 
Instead of limiting life it enlarges it. Instead 
of impoverishing life it enriches it. Instead 
of making life aenemic, it makes it more 
abundant. 


The Chrsitian life is the natural normal life 
of the soul. Tertullian of the Second Century 
said “The soul is naturally Christian.” It is 
not an assumed attitude, an adopted cus- 
tom, an acquired habit, something put on. 
It is a growth from within, a development 
of inborn, innate powers and _ possibilities. 
We are not truly natural if we are not 
Christian. We are not what God designed 
and desires us to be, if we are not human. 
He has fashioned and fitted us for godly liv- 
ing, — and the most godly life is most human 
and the most Christian. 


Every individual has a religious nature, as 
Sabbathier said, “Man is incurably religious.” 
The religious element in man is as real as 
the intellectual. Man is more than animal. 
He is a person. He has a soul and spirit as 
well as a body and mind. Religion expresses 
the life of the soul as breathing expresses the 
life of the body and thinking expresses the 
life of the mind. The spiritual nature has 
functions as clearly defined as those of the 
mind. To believe, to hope, to love are as real 
as to reason, to reflect, to remember. Every- 
where man is found to have some form of 
religion. It is natural to human nature to be- 
lieve something, to hope something, to love 
something, to worship something. Physically 
man is akin to the animal, but spiritually he 
is akin to God. As Paul quoted “We are also 
his offspring.” 

All great souls have realized their need of 
and nearness to God, but whether realized or 
not all men have in them the possibilities of 
the religious life. They are related to God as 
children to parent whether the relationship is 
recognized or not. It is not natural for men 
to live like cattle for they are not cattle. They 
belong to a class of beings possessing powers 
of creative thought, holy aspiration, heroic 
action. Man has moral judgment, spiritual 
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insight, divine desire, and the Christian life 
is the true and natural expression of these 
native attributes and abilities of the human 
being. 

We are equipped by nature for masteries. 
There is something wrong with us if we prefer 
slavery to freedom, bondage to liberty, sub- 
jugation to sovereignty. We lack some of the 
essential elements of a true human nature if 
we prefer idleness and ease to work and en- 
deavor. It is natural to strive and struggle 
and sacrifice. From the first the mission of 
the race has been conquest, to have dominion, 
to rule. We are made for mastery. With the 
aim and ambition came the ability. God en- 
dowed man with the capacity to conquer and 
control, but left him to work out his own 
dominion and destiny. Too often men have 
exhausted the spirit of conquest in conquer- 
ing things that did not count. The wars of 
the world have been mainly wars of conquest, 
—the conquest of others and their territory 
and resources, while the only justification of 
war is in the conquest of wrong or the defense 
of right. This idea of conquest is at the cen- 
ter of Christianity, but it is really a conquest 
of self. Self mastery is more important than 
the mastery of others. 


“He best deserves the knightly crest 

Who slays the evils that infest 

His soul within. A victor here 

He soon may rise to higher sphere.” 

Sai, 1P 5 IRO2 
Life is a warfare. We are constantly striv- 

ing against the forces that seek our over- 
throw, and “A man’s foes shall be those of 
his own household:”—ignorance, conceit, hate, 
greed, bigotry, prejudice, selfishness and fear. 
To overcome these enemies that tend to en- 
feeble, enslave and to destroy us is the great 
task of life. And that is a warfare. And that 
warfare is natural to human nature. What 
better describes the Christian life than to call 
it a struggle for freedom from these foes 
“which war against the soul?” There is a mili- 
tant note in our religion, as there is a militant 
element in every individual’s nature. It is 
not inconsistent with the teachings of Jesus 
or the writings of Paul. But Christianity 
would have us turn “the fighting instinct” 
which some one asserted “is one of the abor- 
iginal impulses of our human nature,” toward 
the things that ought to be fought because 
they are evil, and to use it only under the 
control of the noblest motives, lifting the con- 
flicts of life from sordid and selfish ends up 
to the highest and noblest. 


By nature we are also fitted for ministries. 
There is a great difference between service 
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and servitude. It has been valiant. service, 
voluntary struggle and vicarious sacrifice that 
have saved the race from extinction and made 
progress possible through the centuries. This 
three-fold law runs through nature and hu- 
man nature. “He that saveth his life shall 
lose it,” is as true for the soul as for the 
seed, or society, or the state. When our re- 
ligion calls us to service and sacrifice it is 
only a challenge to us to live at our best. And 
no one lives at his best who lives only for 
himself. Service is the secret of successful 
living. The religion that does not issue in 
service is not a real religion. Jesus set service 
as an ideal for himself and for his followers. 
“The Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister,” and “I am among you 
as he that serveth,” set a standard for all who 
would live like him. The Christian life is a 
life of service, and no one is more Christian 
than when serving. Neither is one more hu- 
man. Nothing expresses Christianity better 
than a life of service. Nothing explains human 
nature better than to see service as the object 
and obligation of it. We live to serve. There 
is no other reason for our being. By serving 
we save our souls. That is true in nature and 
for human nature. 

By nature we are also fitted for mysteries, 
both to use and to understand. The world is 
full of mysteries. “Little we see in nature 
that is ours.” How little we know about our- 
selves! Even a “flower in a crannied wall” 
holds some mysteries beyond our knowledge. 
Yet we can enjoy its beauty and fragrance. 
We do not refuse to use things because we 
do not know all about them. Paul somewhere 
speaks of “the mystery of faith,” and so it is, 
but we do not refuse to use it because it is 
mysterious. We all have faith, though with 
some it is feeble, frail and faint. The faculty 
is a fact. There is no absolute unbelief. We 
all use faith, though none can fathom its mys- 
tery. The same is true of hope. Who knows 
all about its origin, its operation, or its object? 
It is a great mystery, but to say that it is 
foreign to our nature is to miss its meaning. 
Religion does not create the capacity to hope 
but it does give us something worthy to hope 
for, and thereby draws out and develops that 
faculty. Every normal person has this instinct. 
Christianity disciplines, develops and directs 
it. Love is another great mystery, but not 
something alien to our nature. It is the law 
of all life. Nothing really lives that has not 
in it something of this great principle and 
power of love. It is not negative to our 
nature, but a positive element that needs exer- 
cise and expression as do faith and hope. We 
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all have the capacity, we need its cultivation, 

Prayer is another great mystery. No one 
knows its power or possibilities. It is a uni- 
versal expression of the religious nature of 
man, It is as natural to pray as to play. The 
forms of prayer may differ but the fact re- 
mains the same. All men pray. Prayer has its 
place in every life. Alas that so many neglect 
it. It is a calamity when men cease to pray. 
The same is true of worship, for worship is 
one of the most essential elements in human 
nature. It is a great mystery in its workings 
but as natural an expression of that nature as 
gladness, grief or gratitude. 

The human heart is like a desert waste 
needing only irrigation and industry. The 
possibilities are there; they only need atten- 
tion of the right sort. The Christian way of 
living is as natural to our nature as the soil 
and the showers and sunshine are to the seed. 
Weeds grow in neglected fields. If it is easier 
for you to hate than to love it is not the fault 
of your nature so much as the fault of your 
training. All the attributes of Christian char- 
acter are lying dormant awaiting development 
in every individual. When grown the virtues 
all have sprung from the native soil of the 
human soul. No one “gets religion;” we all 
already have it,—at least in germ. It only 
needs development just as the mind and the 
muscle. 

Religious education is the real secret of 
Christian living. We have to learn to live, 
just as we learn to toil, to think, to trust. We 
can educate the heart as well as the head and 
hand. Moral development should have _ its 
place along with the mental and manual. The 
emotions need to be guided and governed as 
well as the muscles. Our feelings need cul- 
ture no less than the faculties of the mind. 
“As a man thinketh in his heart so is he.” 
Religious education does not leave God out 
any more than the cultivation of a field leaves 
out sunshine and shower. 

The Christian life ought to be the normal 
life of every individual. It will be when we 
appreciate the fact that our highest happiness 
and truest success are in no other way secured 
or assured. 

~ 

Sin is the most costly thing in the world. 

There is no little sin,—no white lie. 

It is a great sin to love a “small” sin. 

Do you shrink from a sinner more than 
from sin? 

Being conscious of no fault is the greatest 
fault of all. 

You can’t gather the fruits of sin outside 
the orchard. 
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God—The Rock of Ages 
Materials: 

Ring 

Handkerchief 

Small rubber band 
Demonstration: 

Get a small rubber band, or if one of a 
small size is not available, use an ordinary 
sized one and double it to make it smaller. 
The rubber band is secretly placed over the 
thumb and forefinger of the left hand, and a 
handkerchief is thrown over the hand to cover 
it. The ring is then placed in the center of 
the handkerchief, the thumb and forefinger of 
the left hand grasp it through the handker- 
chief and slip the rubber band over it, thus 
enclosing it in a little pocket whose mouth is 
closed by the rubber band. A pretense may 
be made of folding the handkerchief over the 
ring while the rubber band is being adjusted. 
The right hand then grasps one corner of the 
handkerchief, shakes it out, and the ring has 
vanished. 

Story: 

After the Hebrews had been slaves in Egypt 
for over four hundred years, a little baby boy 
was born whose name was Moses. He be- 
came a great leader, who led the Hebrews 
from Egypt to the Holy Land. Many adven- 
tures happened on this long journey, one of 
these I am going to relate. 

One night the Hebrews arrived at Mt. 
Sinai and encamped there. It was at this 
place that God gave the ten commandments 
to the people. Moses went to the top of the 
mountain to talk with God while the people 
remained below. Moses stayed on the summit 
for forty days. 

The people became impatient and what do 
you suppose they did? They took all their 
golden rings, their chains, their bracelets and 
many other ornaments to Aaron the priest. 
He melted all these and from them formed 
a golden calf. Then the people danced and 
sang and worshipped this calf. 

When Moses heard all this singing and 
noise he came down the mountain and was 
very angry. He smashed the stone tablets 
upon which the ten commandments were 
written; took the golden calf, ground it to 
powder, sprinkled it upon the drinking water 
and compelled the people to drink it. 

What happened? The golden idol and the 
rings disappeared did they not? But the God 


Page 238 


who gave us the ten commandments is still 
with us. 

Now let us imagine that this golden ring 
which I take from my finger represents all 
the jewelry which was brought to Aaron, the 
priest. You remember that Moses destroyed 
the golden calf by grinding it to powder and 
mixing it with water. Shall we all watch this 
ring? (Perform the trick) Why, the ring has 
disappeared, has it not, just as the golden 
calf disappeared! 

You see things of this world vanish but can 
you tell me who always remains forever and 
forever? Yes, you are right, God will always 
be with us. So let us worship the God who 
always remains and-not the golden idols which 
will vanish like the ring did. 


of 
Prayer—A Help 
Materials: 
An ordinary piece of paper 
A candle 


A piece of paper which has been dipped 
into alum water a number of times. 
Demonstration: 

Prepare paper by dipping three times for 
some duration in a strong solution of alum 
water. Let it dry and repeat this at least 
twice. Put into flame of candle and it will 
not burn. An ordinary piece of paper is also 
necessary. 

Story: 

Many years ago in a far away country, the 
land of Babylonia, there ruled a King named 
Nebuchadnezzar. In his kingdom there lived 
four Hebrew boys. You probably have heard 
of Daniel, especially the story when he was 
in the lion’s den. Daniel had three friends; 
they had very queer names, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego. 

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of 
gold and set it up on the plain; then he com- 
manded a herald to go through the streets 
in the city. This herald called: “Hear ye! 
Hear ye! When ye hear the sound of the 
cornet, flute, harp and all kinds of music, ye 
must fall down and pray to the golden image 
that Nebuchadnezzar hath set up and who- 
soever doth not fall down and worship, shall 
the very same hour be thrown into a fiery 
furnace.” 

When the trumpets sounded, all people 
fell on their knees. Did I say All? No, not 
all. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego would 
not pray to this image, this idol. Then the 
King was angry and he commanded his ser- 
vants to heat the furnace seven times hotter 
than it usually was. Then these three friends 
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were bound and thrown into the furnace. 

But, did they burn? No! they prayed to 
God and because they had been true to Him, 
God did not allow the fire to harm even one 
hair on their heads. So you see God helped 
them because they prayed to Him instead of 
to the idol. 

Now will you watch carefully? The Bible 
tells us that when the King’s servants put 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego into the 
furnace, the fire was so hot that it burned 
the servants. Do you see this sheet of paper? 
It is just a common, ordinary piece of writing 
paper. What will happen if we put it into 
the candle flame? Watch! Yes, it burns. You 
see it is only a piece of writing paper which 
cannot resist the fire. Neither could the ser- 
vants stand the great heat for they did not 
trust in nor pray to God. 

But, look at this piece of paper. Let us 
put it into the candle flame. See, it does not 
burn, does it? Why not? It has been treated 
so that it cannot be destroyed by fire. I 
dipped it into alum water, and alum does not 
burn. Boys and girls who pray to God are 
treated by God in such a way that no harm 
or evil shall come upon them. God _ takes 
care of the children who pray to him. Shad- 
rach, Meshach and Abednego did not bum 
because they prayed to God who protected 
them. 

Shall we try to be like Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego? Let us all ask God to help 
us and protect us. 


> 
Overcoming Difficulties 
Materials: 
A tumbler 
A candle 
Demonstration: 


The performer lights the candle, places it 
on the table and then puts the tumbler be- 
tween the candle and himself. 

He then blows against the glass and the 
candle is extinguished, the air having appar- 
ently passed right through the glass. In real- 
ity, if you blow against the center of the glass 
the air currents divide and reunite on the 
opposite side of the glass, striking the flame 
with all their original strength. 

Story: 
“Somebody said that it couldn’t be done, 
But he with a chuckle replied; 
That maybe it couldn’t, but he would be one 

Who wouldn’t say ‘no’ till he tried.” 

The wise man Epictetus said: “Difficulties 
are things that show what men are.” 
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Many, many years ago, hundreds of years 
before Christ was born, the people of Israel 
were trying to conquer the entire country of 
Palestine. The name of their king was Saul 
and they were fighting against the Philistines, 
a tall, war-like people. 

One day just before a battle, a big, tall 
Philistine, a giant, named Goliath came strut- 
ting before the army of Saul, calling: “Who- 
ever will come out here, fight and conquer 
me, will win the war but if I win, we Philis- 
tines will be victorious.” 

None of Saul’s soldiers volunteered, they 
were all afraid saying that they would never, 
never be able to conquer so big a man. A 
shepherd boy, named David heard that chal- 
lenge. He went to King Saul and said: “I 
will fight Goliath.” Everyone tried to dis- 
suade him for he was only a boy but David 
said, “I go with the help of God.” He chose 
some smooth stones and with these and his 
sling-shot he went to meet the giant and 
would you believe it, with one little, round 
stone, thrown with the sling-shot, he killed 
the mighty Goliath. 

Was David the only one to overcome diffi- 
culties? Edison was deaf but he was a great 
inventor. Robert Louis Stevenson was con- 
tinually ill but he became a great author. 
And so we could name many more. 

What about you? Is your giant, Laziness? 
Can you overcome him? Is your difficulty a 
sharp tongue? Can you bridle that? Now let 
us see what we can do about that. 

Let us say that the candle represents a 
goal, something we would like to be or attain. 
We will set the glass between the candle and 
ourself. Shall we call the glass, Laziness? Do 
you think that we can overcome Laziness? Do 
you think that we will be able to blow out 
the candle? Shall we try? What has hap- 
pened to the candle? Yes, it has been ex- - 
tinguished. 

It seemed impossible did it not to blow out 
the candle on the other side of the glass but 
we did it, did we not? It often seems impos- 
sible to do right, obey and perform certain 
duties but if we try, we can overcome all of 
these difficulties, just as I was able to exting- 
uish this candle. 


of 
A Good or Bad Nature; Which? 
Materials: 
A single match. 
Demonstration: 


Exhibit a single match, show that your 
hands are empty and that nothing is up your 
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sleeve. Holding the match away from your 
body, wave your hand through the air and 
suddenly there are two matches instead of 
one. 

This experiment is done by using a single 
match, which has been carefully split in two 
halves with a sharp knife or a razor blade. 
The two halves are put together and shown 
to the audience as one match. When the 
hand is waved in the air, the halves are sep- 
arated and at a short distance it will be im- 
possible to tell that they are not two whole 
matches. 

Story: 

Bobby, how many boys are you? One or 
Two? One, you say. Well, I think that you 
are two boys, a good boy and sometimes a 
bad boy. Usually you are a good one but 


sometimes the bad one comes out and shows 
himself. 


I'd like to tell you a story which I have 
heard about a man and his pet alligator. They 
were very fond of one another, they even 
slept in the same room. One day the man 
was taking a nap with the alligator on the 
floor beneath the bed. While asleep the man 
hung his arm over the edge of the bed; the 
alligator loved his master so much that he 
began to lick his hand. The salty perspira- 
tion tasted good and he licked so much and 
so hard that he caused the blood to flow. 
After the alligator had a taste of the blood 
with a snap he bit off the hand of his master. 
The alligator was a good friend to his master 
but his wild nature was too strong. So you 
see what happened. 


(Perform trick) Do you see this match? It 
seems to be but a single one, does it not? But 
now watch! (Wave hand in air.) Now, see, 
there are two matches. See in this one match 
we found two, did we not? 


So we have two natures, a good and an 
evil one. Which shall we be, good or bad? 
Shall we tell lies or the truth; shall we steal 
or be honest? Each one of us has to decide 
for himself, which is the better. I am sure 
we all wish our better nature to rule over 
our evil one. The bad in us can lead us to 
all that is wicked and sinful, and the good in 
us to all that is beautiful, lovely and right 
and to God. 


Shall we all try to live up to the words of 
the poet? 
“Do your best, your very best 
And do it every day; 
Little boys and little girls, 
That’s the wisest way.” 
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When you pull on the oars you don’t rock 
the boat. 


The heart is not pure where the tongue is 
not clean. 


He buys honey dear who licks it off of 
thorns. 


You may suffer without sinning but not sin 
without suffering. 
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FRANK L. COX, DD. 


Memorial Day Re-discoveiies 

“Remember the days of old, consider the 
years of many generations; ask thy father 
and he will shew thee.” Deut. 32:7. 

“Ring out the old, ring in the new” is one 
of the poetic half truths that may be ignored 
at certain seasons. No more signal instance 
than this historic day when ancient Israel was 
supposedly standing on the threshold of a 
new epoch. They needed to look back upon 
the stabilizing power of the religious expe- 
riences of their fathers. 

I. The “days of old” had given them a code 
of laws which were to have recognition for 
three thousand years and more. Here was 
permanent and righteous truth that could not 
be found elsewhere. Our American Constitu- 
tion and its interpretations are in this same 
class. Many citizens need to become redis- 
coverers of both the Constitution and Bible 
religion. 

II. There was a religious habit, in orderly 
and significant ceremonies that was to serve 
that people for hundreds of years. It taught 
nearness of God; providential guidance, in- 
trospection of soul life and righteous convic- 
tions for daily living. While many of the 
ritualistic requirements, as well as the fast 
and feast days, were eliminated in the coming 
of Jesus, yet the abiding significance of truths 
implied should not be forgotten. May we not 
apply this thought to our national holidays 
such as Thanksgiving, Independence and 
Memorial Days; which today are being 
ignored by many, both in spirit as well as 
practice. 

III. Ancient memorials blended patriotism 
and religion. While we approve the separa- 
tion of state and church; there is all the more 
reason for making our patriotism religious and 
our religion patriotic. Not only “days of old” 
should be cherished but the splendid person- 
alities who so loyally blended these elements. 
Read the state papers of Washington, and the 
Thanksgiving proclamations of any president 
and there will be found a reasonable and con- 
structive blending of these wholesome quali- 
ties.—Claude R. Shaver, D.D. 


uf 


Prepared, Then Called To Serve 


Isaiah 6. . . 
1. A national crisis — the death of the king 
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and the felt need of Divine need in such a 
crisis. 

2. To meet the need Isaiah goes to the 
temple for worship. 

3. God’s revelation of Himself to the wor- 
shiper. “In the year that King Uzziah died, 
I saw the Lord.” 

A. God not man is Judah’s Ruler. 
B. He is a Holy King. 

4, A Vision of God — “Holy, Holy, Holy — 
earth is full of His glory.” 

5. A vision of self —“Woe is me—I am 
undone —a man of unclean lips.” 

6. A vision of others — “And I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips.” 

7. A cry for cleansing. 

8. A call to serve, after cleansing. 

1 
A Fairwell Sermon 


Mark 4:35-41. 


I. Introduction: Expression of thanks and 
gratitude for cooperation during the year (or 
Jesus’ implicit trust in the Father. 

Jesus’ implicit trust in the Father. 


Il. He trusted his God with a childlike, 
intelligent, implicit, abiding faith. 

(a.) A life-long trust — from baptism, or 
before, till he expired on the cross. 

(b.) Doubt assailed him many times, but 
he drove it off and overcame. 

III. Hither Jesus was correct in his Idea 
that God is One who may betrusted, or he is 
in error. 

(a.) If correct, doubt at any time is per- 
fectly absurd, for anyone. 

(b.) If correct, this type of faith will raise 
us all as individuals and races above despair, 
depressions, etc. 

(c.) Inconsistency of doubt where such a 
God is accessible. (1.) Our needless living 
below par. (2.) Our doubting doesn’t change 
the beneficient and benevolent character of 
God any — we simply don’t experience Him in 
our lives. . . . Needless shutting out of the 
sunlight! 

IV. Life not so much in creeds as in a life- 
long attitude like Jesus had towards his God. 
(a.) A fatherly God. (b.) An accessible God. 
(c.) An omniscient God. (d.) An omnipotent 
God. 

V. Application. (a.) I leave you in the 
hands of the everlasting Father of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. He will care for you, 
sustain you, and save you from destruction. 
Trust Him! Love one another! 
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What is Christ to Me? 
This sermon will have to be testimony, if it 
is to accomplish much. 
What I find in Jesus Christ: 
1. He is the eternal Logos, made flesh-in- 
carnate. 
2. He is my Light. (a) In Him is no dark- 
ness, sin or moral evil. 


keep me cleansed from sin. 
3. He is my Savior. 


Jesus, for he shall save.” 
4. He is my Way. 


4 


(b) If I follow Him, , 
I walk in the light and my faith and obedience > 


(a) The purpose for: 
which he was born “Thou shalt call his name > 


(a) To the heart of ' 


God, to His fellowship. (b) To heaven at last. . 


5. He is my Great High Priest. (a) I have» 


an Advocate with the Father! 
6. He is my best Friend. 


7. He is my shield against sin and tempta- - 


tion. 
8. He is my good Shepherd. See John 
Chapter 10 Psalm 23. 


| 


9. He is my Constant Companion in service 


“Go ye—and I am with you.” Application: “T 


can do all things through Him that strength- 


ens me. Since Christ is all this, therefore J 


shall want nothing, in this life nor in the life 


to come. 
wy 


The Good Part 
GimlORSS=42. 


I. The narrative. 


1. The Lord’s reception (v. 38). Jesus 
loved the members of this household, and 
they loved him (Jno. 11:5). For him, this 
home was an “oasis in the desert.” What a 
boon for him who had no place to lay his 
head! (See Matt. 8:20). 

2. The attentiveness of Mary (v. 39). After 
rendering the necessary assistance, Mary left 
her sister, sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to his 
word. 

3. The cares of Martha (v. 40). She was 
“distracted” about much serving, which issued 
into a complaint. 

4. The Lord’s evaluation (vs. 41, 42). He 
rebuked Martha for stressing the material, and 
commended Mary for emphasizing the spirit- 
ual, 


II. The lessons suggested by the narrative. 

1. One may attempt too many things at a 
time. Note the results of such a course: (a) 
A “distracted” mind. This means inefficiency. 
(See 2 Tim. 2:4). (b) Impatience. (See v. 
40). We may become so engrossed in the 
material that we lose patience with those who 
are more spiritual. (c) Deprivation. We are 
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deprived of the advantages that come from 
sitting as Jesus’ feet. (d) Barrenness. See | 
‘a 4:16-17). 
. There is One supreme need — “The a 
* This is the part, or fellowship with the 
Master. (See Jno. 13:8; Rom. 8:17; Heb. 
3:14). This part shall not be taken from us 
—man and Satan cannot, the Lord will not. 
Like the Master, we should be more 
ea in serving than in being served by 
another. There is more joy in giving out 
spiritual food than in taking in physical lux- 
uries. —Frank L. Cox. 


> 


Heirs of God 
Rom. 8:17. 
Let us inquire: 
I. Who are the heirs of God? 


1. Not necessarily the creatures of God. It | 


is not written, “If creatures, then heirs.” 

2. Not necessarily the descendants of the 
faithful. It is not written, “If Abraham’s chil- 
dren, then heirs.” (See Rom. 9:7ff). 

3. The children of God: “If children, then 
heirs.” God’s children are those people who 
are like God, bearing his nature, his image. 
II. Of what are they the heirs? The Father’s 
estate. Who can estimate its value? God is 
the possessor of all things — all that he has he 
bestows on his children. 

1. “Heirs of the grace of life.” (I Pet. 3:7). 

2. “Heirs of righteousness.” (Heb. 11:7). 

3. “Heirs of the promise.” (Heb. 6:17). 

4. “Heirs of salvation.” (Heb. 1:14). 

5. “Heirs of eternal life.” (Tit. 3:7; Matt. 
19: 29). 

6. “Heirs of the kingdom.” (Jas. 2:5; I Pet. 
3, 4). 

7. “Heirs of all things.” (Rev. 21:7; 

3:21). 

II, With whom are they heirs? “Joint heirs 
with Christ.” He shared with us our suffering; 
he will share with us his glory (v. 17b). We 
cannot be heirs except with him and in him. 
(Eph. 1:1la). We shall share: 

1. Christ’s resurrection (Jno. 
mam. 1:10). 

2. Christ’s nature (Phil. 3:21; I Jno. 3:2). 

3. Christ’s joy (Matt. 25:21). 

4, Christ’s home (Jno. 14:1ff). 

IV. How become a child? Since we cannot 
inherit unless we are children, it is important 
to know the answer to this question. We be- 
come children by adoption (Rom. 8:15) — the 
act of taking a stranger into one’s house. We 
gain admittance into God’s family by faith — 
a faith repentant (Acts 2:38); a faith un- 
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living principles of Christianity. 
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ashamed (Matt. 10:32-33); a faith obedient 
(Gal. 5:6; Heb. 5:8, 9). 
V. What does adoption involve? 

1. A change of abode. The adopted dwells 
in God’s house. 

2. A new name. He takes the family name 
(iejno. 3:1). 

3. Newness of costume (Gal. 3:27). 

4. A different spirit—the spirit of adop- 
tion (Rom. 8:15, 16). A spirit of gratitude, 
freedom, understanding, assurance. 

5. Newness of relationship. The adopted 
calls upon God as “Father.” Jesus is his elder 
brother. God’s children are his fellow-mem- 
bers.—Frank L. Cox. 
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Religion as Brotherliness 
Continued from page 223 


altar and go thy way, first be reconciled to 
thy brother and then come and offer thy 
gift.” No one, surely, can read such words and 
have any question as to what brotherliness 
meant to Jesus. And when we add all the 
utterances and actions of the Master which 
abound in the Gospel the evidence becomes 
overwhelming. This, then, is the spirit we 
find in Jesus and in his teachings: a brother- 
liness of heart and hand made up of com- 
passion and mercy and forgiveness and _ re- 
demptive purpose. And this is the spirit hu- 
manity stands in such sore need of that our 
hurts may be healed, our problems be solved 
and our souls saved. 


We pass now to a second, and supreme 
matter in this business of brotherhood. Look- 
ing once more into the life and teachings of 
Jesus, we discover that the spirit of brother- 
liness in him has its roots in God. That dis- 
covery is of the most supreme moment be- 
cause the failure to know that will prevent 
brotherhood and, indeed, make it impossible. 
One incident, out of several that might be 
cited, will indicate the emphasis. There came 
to Jesus, on an occasion, a certain man saying 
to him, “Master, which is the great com- 
mandment in the law?” That was a captious 
question, as it was intended to be, and de- 
signed to trip the Master into trouble. But 
Jesus was a Master of the Law as well as the 
Master of men. And so he answered, “This 
is the first and great commandment, Thou 
shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all thy 
heart and with all thy mind and with all thy 
soul and with all thy strength. And the sec- 
ond is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
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bor as thyself.” In that incident this is the 
emphatic matter, that Jesus puts God in the 
first place. The humanists of our day, the 
social planners for Society, the self-styled 
builders of “a new world” had better reckon 
with that fact. 

We hear a good deal, in our immediate 
times, about how imperative the spirit of 
Jesus, in man, is if we are to be delivered out 
of our distresses. But there is no triumph in 
our talk. We rage in words against the per- 
secution of certain peoples, and go on per- 
secuting them. Mentally, we exalt forgiveness 
but, actually, we do not forgive. We have 
statutes against contempt and oppression and 
extortion, but we continue to be contemptible 
and oppressive and extortionate. We boast 
that we believe in brotherhood, but we are 
not ready to be brothers. And what is the 
reason for this inconsistency between our pro- 
fessions and our procedures? The reason is 
that we are leaving God out of our proce- 
dures. There never can be any brotherhood 
on the earth, nor any spirit of brotherliness in 
man, without God. The roots of the brotherly 
spirit are in God. And without the roots 
there can be no fruits. This is our folly, that 
we are trying to compel justice by force, to 
achieve peace by alliances and ever-enlarg- 
ing armaments against each other, to bring 
in the Kingdom of Better Things by means 
and methods that history has, for thousands 
of years, proved futile, impotent and unavail- 
ing. I don’t know how were going to get 
people, in any dominant majority, really to 
love God. I wish I did know that. But of 
this I stand persuaded that unless people do 
come to love God there never can be any 
love for man adequate or equal to the build- 
ing of a Brotherhood. For there is no basis, 
in the natural and unregenerate man, for hope 
of right relations between men. It is only 
when God enters into the transaction that 
there is any promise of victory. 

The world today does need the spirit of 
Jesus incarnate in men and women. For only 
through his spirit can that brotherliness come 
amongst us which alone will bring the bless- 
ings we yearn for. But the spirit of Jesus is 
the spirit of God and his love for man has its 
roots, its very life, in his love for God. That 
was the order of things in him. There can 
be no other order for us. 
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Mother’s Smile 
Ex. 2:8. “The child’s mother.” 

There is power in a mother’s smile. 
When I was a little boy I had to help saw 
and chop wood and carry it in, and I remem- 
ber one time mother asked me to go out and 
get some wood. It was cold, and I said: “I 
will, if you'll sit here and watch me.” She put 
my mufHler around my neck and my mittens 
on. I went out and got a stick and com- 
menced to saw. It was awfully hard and I 
would look up to see if mother was sitting 
there smiling to cheer me on, and when I 
would saw a piece off she would smile. I 
buckled in, and how I did make the chips 
fly for the smile of encouragement.—William 
A. Sunday in a Mother’s Day address. 
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The American Home a Generation Ago 
I Kings 13:7. “Come home with me, and re- 
fresh thyself.” 

The religious training, which was charac- 
teristic of the average American home a gen- 
eration ago, performed one very mundane 
function: It set standards. They were usually 
pretty black-and-white standards, of right and 
wrong, good and evil. These standards were 
usually challenged by youth itself during 
adolescence. They were reviewed in the light 
of experience afterward, and usually modified. 
But one thing was characteristic of this train- 
ing. It urged upon the young, from earliest 
childhood, the concept that life had meaning, 
that life was a Gift of God, and that every 
one of God’s creatures had the duty of per- 
fecting himself in the image of some standard. 


This was a duty that one had to one’s self 
und to God, and it was necessary to fulfill 
t regardless of whether the effort was ever 
uttended by “success,” in the worldly sense. 
it was the path by which one achieved, not 
success, but happiness and the respect of 
me’s fellows.—Dorothy Thompson. 
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lust One Woman 
Acts 9:36. “This woman was full of good 
deeds.” 
“T am just one woman— 
“How many women does she want to be? 
Nhat more can she ever hope to be than 
vhat she is; one woman? What was Florence 
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When purchasing a pipe organ for your church, it is important to 
investigate the lasting and completely reliable qualities of WICKS 
organs. Mechanical imperfections are practically unheard of in 
this instrument and this point alone means added assurance of 


satisfaction. 


A handsome new broadside illustrating numerous 


WICKS Christian Science installations has just come off the press. 
We will be glad to send your copy free. 


Other denominations using WICKS 


St. Andrew's Luth., Chicago, ll. 
St. Clement's Epis., New York, N.Y. 
First Chr'n. Ch., Watsonville, Cal. 
Bethel Evangelical, Evansville, Ind. 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 


Dayton, Ohio 


Melrose Baptist, Oakland, Cal. 
First Lutheran Church, Chicago, Ill. 
St. Paul Evangelical, St. Paul, Minn. 
All Saints Church, Austin, Texas 
Holy Name Church, W. Roxbury, 
Boston, Mass. 1 


WICKS ORGAN COMPANY 


HIGHLAND 


= ILLINOTS 


Page 245 


Nightingale, but one woman? Yet. her work 
led straight to the Red Cross! How far would 
be the human processes of healing the 
wounded and sorrowful all over the world 
today, had this English nurse sat down and 
bemoaned the fact that she was ‘just one 
woman? Nor did Florence Nightingale wait 
for others. When all the medical officers had 
retired for the night, dog tired, and silence 
and darkness had settled upon those miles of 
prostrate sick, the light of a single little lamp 
could be seen moving from cot to cot in a 
solitary round. It was the lamp of Florence 
Nightingale, ‘Just One Woman.’”—From Ed- 
ward Bok’s “You.” 


Home in a Palace 


Psa. 68:6. “God setteth the solitary in fami- 
lies.” 


The glory of the cottage as a “home” for 
the family has been the subject of song, but 
the real spirit of home may likewise be found 
in a palace. This is indicated by Richard C. 
Dent, who tells “The Life Story of King 
George V.” He says: “When a number of 
people interested in the housing problem 
were received by the King some years ago, 
the conversation happened to touch on Buck- 
ingham Palace in its aspect as a house. “You 
know’, said the King, ‘among ourselves — in 
the family I mean, we never speak of Buck- 
ingham Palace; we always call it Home.’ ” 


vf 
But It’s Home 


Mark 5:19. “Home to thy friends.” 


A family fortune of over one hundred mil- 
lion dollars, built up over a period of fifty 
years, was given to hospitals, educational in- 
stitutions, missions, and other charitable pur- 
poses when Miss Ella E. Wendel, last of the 
Wendel family, died in New York City in the 
early spring of 1931. She, as other members 
of the family had done, lived in the “House 
of Mystery” on the famous Fifth Avenue, and 
the family mansion had become, during recent 
years, surrounded by lofty skyscrapers. The 
family attorney once remarked concerning the 
value of the grounds for building purposes, 
and the consequent daily loss of a large sum 
of money by holding this for living quarters. 
But the reply was: “It’s home, and we don’t 
need the money.” Cottages and palaces alike 
become endeared by associations, and when 
people have lived many years in their birth- 
place they have that feeling expressed by 
Miss Wendel — “It’s Home.” 
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Learned the Love of Jesus from His Mother 
Ex. 2:8. “The childs mother.” 


When over eighty years of age, in 1938,, 
the Rev. F. Luke Wiseman, Litt. D., who» 
was preaching to one of the largest congre-. 
gations in London, gave this experience out! 
of his own memory. Said he: “When I was a: 
boy, we used to sing — 


‘Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so,’ 


“That is true; the Bible does tell that Jesus: 
loves me. But I want to say to you, my 
friends, that while that hymn is exactly true: 
in this sense, that the Bible does tell of the: 
love of Jesus, I can tell you how that ought! 
to have been written if it had been for me as: 
a little chap, five years of age, as expressing! 
my own faith. It would have run like this: 

‘Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For my mother told me so.’ 

“That is how I would have put it. Long: 
before the Bible told me personally, I knew it! 
right enough; I was not depending upon the 
Bible to tell me of the love of Jesus. I had: 
got the story from the lips of one who had 
got it in her eyes, her voice, her heart, her 
actions.” 

Happy the child who hears that most won-. 
derful story of the love of Jesus from the lips 
of mother in the home! 
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Wreaths on Water Honor Sea Victims 


Ex. 12:14. “And this day shall be unto you 
for a memorial.” 


Gloucester, Mass. — (AP) — Watersoaked 
wreaths, one of them a navy garland of blue 
and gold, drifted in the restless Atlantic Ocean 
off this port today in memory of hardy fisher- 
men who never came home. 


While a silent throng of 15,000 persons 
watched — among them the mothers of two 
of the five Gloucester fishermen who lost their 
lives within the past year — Girl Scouts tossed 
the wreaths off Blynman Bridge into an ebb- 
ing tide yesterday. 

Demonstrating the kinship of the men who 
follow the sea, Commander John W. Moore, 
chaplain of the battleship Arkansas, cast the 
Navy wreath into the blue-green Atlantic. 
Behind him a detachment of 34 white-clad 
seamen from the Arkansas stood at attention. 


Backdrop for the ceremony, held annually 
since 1909, was a flotilla of 40 or 50 small 
yachts and fishing vessels, toy boats compared 


The Expositon 


vith the towering, gray Arkansas.—Associated 
Press. 


y 
New England Graveyard 
sd. 14:20, “Not... joined with them in 
burial.” 


The women’s graves are near the place 
¥ Where first they saw the light of day: 
Sometimes their men lie by their side 
But often they are far away. 
O little ports of foreign lands 
_What harbor did you give the dead? 
What headboards bleached beside the trails 
That ever westward, westward led? | 
The women lie in the same earth | 
That gave them life, but far away 
Deep in the sea the young men sleep, 
The young men sleep in foreign clay. 
—Elizabeth Coatsworth 
in the Women’s Home Companion. 
rs 
Vlemorial Day Prayer 
IT Samuel 7:27. “Therefore hath thy servant 
found in his heart to pray this prayer 
unto thee.” 

God of our Fathers, who hast made us the 
reirs of faithful men of all generations who 
ave given themselves to great endeavors and 
nade life nobler because they have walked 
ts ways, we thank thee for every memory 
vhich enriches life with high ideals and great 
yurposes. We thank thee for all who have 
oved this land which we love, who have 
yeen eager to establish freedom and _ justice 
vithin our borders, and have given themselves 
or the fulfillment of their longings. We thank 
hee for all who have labored for a friendly 
vorld, free from hatred and bitterness, and 
vave spent themselves in their pursuit of 
yeace. We thank thee for all who in school 
x laboratory, in church or state, in home or 
ndustry have sought to fill life with the mind 
yf Christ. We thank thee for those dear to 
is, forgotten by the world but still living in 
uur hearts, who rest from their labors, and 
vhose works do follow them. Make this day 
f memory a day of peace thru our faith that 
hey live with us in thy love. Grant that 
hough dead they may still speak to us, bid- 
ling us further every cause of righteousness 
nd truth which they have served, and assur- 
ng us that they without us shall not be made 
yerfect. Amen.—Selected from a church bul- 
etin. 
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‘arrier Pigeons Save Flier 
sa. 60:8. “That fly . . . as the doves to their 
windows.” 
London, Nov. 1 (UP)—Two carrier pigeons 
wned by King George have distinguished 
hemselves in the war by saving the life of a 
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The Church School 
and Worship 


By Irwin G. Paulsen 
In this intensely useful book, the 
author presents a thorough and prac- 
tical program in worship training suit- 
able for all denominations. He out- 
lines materials and methods that can 
be used and shows how to relate the 
worship of the Church School to the 
worship of the church. $1.75 


How To Read The Bible 


By Julian P. Love 
Here is an ideal guide to Bible read- 
ing and teaching. Dr. Love discusses 
the many ways commonly used for 
reading the Bible and outlines in 
detail the most effective way—namely, 
reading by units of thought. A basic 
handbook for all Bible teachers and 
an invaluable reference book. $1.75* 


The Gospel of The Kingdom 


By Frederick C. Grant 
Was Jesus merely an ethical philos- 
opher and his Gospel of the King- 
dom merely another plan for Utopia? 
Dr. Grant studies early Christianity 
and Gospel tradition against their 
earliest background and reveals Jesus 
as a prophet and teacher who spoke 
with Divine authority. He shows 
Christianity to be a faith, not merely 
a system. $2.00* 


* Price tentative 
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Royal Air Force aviator forced down at sea, 
it was disclosed today. 

The pigeons were in the plane with the 
flier. When he was forced down he had no 
time to write out a message giving his posi- 
tion, so he just released them. When the 
pigeons arrived at their loft it was indicated 
that the pilot was in trouble, but it was as- 
sumed that he was alive. A search was made 
for him and he was rescued._The New York 
Times. 
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Finnish Defense Chief Ready for Fight to Death 
Heb. 11:34. “Waxed valiant in fight.” 


Finnish Army Headquarters, Eastern Fin- 
land, Dec. 2—General Baron Carl Gustav Emil 
Mannerheim, Commander in Chief of the 
Finnish armed forces, in his order of the day 
No. 1, said today: 

“The President of the republic on Nov. 30 
appointed me chief of the country’s defense. 
Brave soldiers of Finland: I take over this 
task at a time when our arch foe again is 
attacking our country. 

“The first necessity is that you trust your 


chief. 


“< 


You know me and I know you and I know 
that everybody in this country is prepared to 
do his duty fully, even unto death. 

“This war is nothing except the continuation 
and the last act of our war for liberation. We 
fight for our homes, our faith and our Father- 
land.”—The United Press, December, 1939. 
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Post-Easter Symposium 


Matt. 7:14. “The gate is narrow and the road 
is hard.” 
Matt. 13:3. “A sower went out to sow.” 


To a great extent, this is an age of frothy, 
decadent and vanishing social customs. Why 
not preserve some things for the record? Why 
not a symposium on the Art of Seeming, 
Having and Being? Or would the revelations 
from such a study be too revealing? The en- 
tire field of social ethics and growth of social 
habit and custom is properly within the 
realm of vital religion. The cause and effect, 
the play and inter-play of social, economic 
and political forces upon the religious life, 
has too often been consigned to a secular 
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No Man’s Land. We cannot ignore the eftect 
of social custom and habit upon religious 
custom and religious habit, particularly, as 
custom begets character and character begets 
destiny. The philosophy of the world of Hav- 
ing seems to be, “have you It, or have you 
not It?” Our hospitals and psychopathic wards 
are full of frantic and deluded IT-seekers. 
In the world of Seeming, too, one will find 
much fraud and deception. To pretend what 
we are not has caused many a romance to 
go-awilting. Civilization has written a large 
volume on the Art of Having and amassing 
things with a minimum of responsibility. It 
has written two volumes upon Seeming with 
its false ostentation and unreality, but an en- 
tire library of books could be written on 
BEING. Our attainment and advancement in 
“the things of the Spirit” is conditioned main- 
ly on Being, rather than Seeming or Having. 
These three: but the greatest of these is: 
BEING. Being just what we profess to be, 
no more, no less. No wonder that the “gate: 
is narrow and the road hard.” 


7 
Post-Easter Religion 


Gal. 5:22. “What the Spirit produces is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness.” 
Gal. 6:8. “A man will reap just what he sows.” 


A study of the social mind, reveals that 
tho the religious instinct (better impulse) 
may be be-numbed at times, still it is neven 
completely eradicated or obliterated, at least. 
by normal beings. Social science has alsc 
discovered that the success of any movement. 
worthy the name, is in ratio to the degree of 
religious fervor, emotion and enthusiasm if 
can generate. But tho a social and religious 
movement must have the religious impulse 
in it, it does not necessarily follow that it 
must always have the religious trade-mark 
stamped upon it. God has many ways anc 
methods of working. It is significant that up. 
to-date, He has seen to it that no trust or 
combination has been allowed to form with 
an exclusive monopoly upon His Truth. For 
that would only be a “restraint of trade,” bu 
more fatal still, a restraint of religion. The 
intrinsic worth and value of our religion i: 
not in its carefully documented earmarking: 
(behold the Pharisees) nor in the elaborate 
hitchup or makeup of some grandiloquen. 
loud-speaker, whether gadget, man or systems 
but in the ability to translate its slogans, sym: 
bols and shibboleths into CHARACTER ane 
HUMAN WELFARE. A big task demand. 
a big religion, and we have both. May ou. 


The Exposito 


religion be functional, adaptive and applied. 
“<< > 
Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult of our wild 


and restless sea—saying ‘Christian, Follow 


Me.’” And again, “Why call ye Me ‘Lord, 
Lord, and DO NOT the things that I say?” 
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World Sanity and Population 


Matt. 11:12. “And how much more is a man 
worth than a sheep!” 

Luke 15:32. “Celebrate and be glad your 
brother has come to life.” 


The prospect for World Wars in the future 
is hardly as great as in the past. We list 
four reasons: (1.) The Decline in World Pop- 
ulation. For over 400 years, an increasing 
birth-rate together with an expanding and 
exploited frontier produced a prosperity and 
population which could easily be wheedled 
into conflict. The human bondage of conscrip- 
tion of men for race destruction then was 
comparatively easy. Suppose there comes a 
day however, when the human supply is lim- 
ited while men have discovered other and bet- 
ter solvents? Who then will fight our bloody 
wars of religion, our wars of conquest, our 
wars of economic rivalry, racial animosity 
and territorial dispute, our wars of imperial- 
ism and even our wars of “idealism”? The 
World Almanac for 1940 gives birth-rate 
statistics for serious thought: The prewar 
birth-rate in the United States (1911-13) was 
25.1 births per 1,000 of population. This 
decreased to 17.9 per cent in 1938; Germany 
had a prewar birth-rate of 27.0 per 1,000 
which dropped to 14.8; (pre-Munich); Italy’s 
dropped from 31.7 to 19.3 per cent, notwith- 
standing its vigorous pump-priming methods 
with prizes for babies; Great Britain dropped 
from 24.3 to 14.2; while France varied but 
little 18.1 in 1911-13 to 19.0—a slight increase 
in 1938; In Japan, it declined from 34.9 to 
30.6, and in a single generation. (2.) The 
Growing Expense of War in Both Money and 


Men. A declining population makes for a 
‘educed income. Then add increased living 
expenses. Yes, it takes men and money to 


ight in modern wars. The souls of 8,500,000 
var dead, 21,000,000 wounded and 8,000,000 
srisoners with missing of 1914-1S—ALL CRY 
OUT, IT MUST NOT OCCUR AGAIN! (3.) 
An Increasingly Enlightened Public Mind. 
mtelligence must reveal the self-imposed 
slight of warring nations, the unmasking of 
heir subtle propaganda together with their 
yast unfulfilled promises. With many more 
easons, it will not be so easy to emulate the 
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stirring days of 1914-18, at least, tor many 
decades to come. 
7 


Congratulations, One-third! 


Ephes. 5:8. “You must live like children of 
light.” 

“Little things,” we say. But how revealing 
of character and training! The city streets 
were full of rain and snow, “slushy” we say. 
The water culverts became clogged with ice, 
snow and debris. Who will clear the water- 
courses and facilitate public travel and safety? 
A neighbor volunteers to give three minutes 
of his time to the city. But what a reception 
awaits him! Standing in a lake of water while 
removing tree-branches and floating debris, 
he becomes a prominent target for passing 
autoists. It’s such fun you know, to sit in a 
warm auto and drive at 40 per and splash 
icy water upon an altruistic but helpless vic- 
tim. At first, the neighbor takes it good-na- 
turedly, but gradually, it dawns upon his 
consciousness that of every ten passing autos 
only THREE or less than one-third, take the 
trouble to slow up, while the careless TWO- 
THIRDS are mostly of that group, who are 
always bellyaching, why the world is not 
further along the road to economic and spirit- 
ual recovery. In contrast, the Friends have a 
grace and virtue which they call “a concern.” 
No wonder they rank so high in service 
towards God and man. Whirling motors and 
uncontrolled drivers are no criterion of prog- 
ress, but they may be a fair index of dumb- 
ness and arrogant selfishness. Brethren, “If 
Christ had a concern and love for us, we 
ought to have a concern and love for one 
another.” 
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Attention-Gaining Mechanism 
Luke 18:10. “Two men went up to the Tem- 
ple to pray.” 
“Life is a stage, a play” the three parts of 


which are Drama, Tragedy and Comedy. It 
is not sure which is the greatest, so take your 


choice. Acting is portrayal, delineation, repre- 
sentation, show and display. Acting may be 
amateur or professional, individual or group, 
secular or religious. There is no field or 
sphere where acting is exempt. Age is no 
deterrent. Behold the new-born babe crying 
for his wants, and the louder and more insis- 
tent, the greater his chance of success. And 
the baby will keep on crying, pleading plan- 
ning and acting his little part all thru his 
adolescence, youth, middle and old age. How 
early he apes his elders! He hears their talk 
and sees their little act at home, church, 
store, office, club, elections, and the entire 
gamut of human events. And before he real- 
izes it, he is emulating the same part with the 
same lines, faces and gestures. “As long as 
our feelings, needs and wants demand an ex- 
pression, we are all actors upon the stage of 
life. There is nothing against Life as a Play 
either, fair and clean play. In the pictured 
struggle of the human will and ideas, the 
search for character and destiny and the tri-. 
umph of good over evil there will always be: 
drama, tragedy and comedy. Your job and. 
mine is to avoid as much as possible, those: 
two palpable evils of the modern stage,, 
OVER-ACTING and UNDER-ACTING.. 
From all such Good and Merciful, Lord, 
deliver us.” 


Christian Fidelity 
Matt. 7:5. “You hypocrite!” 
Matt. 7:24. “T never knew you!” 


How sensitive we moderns are to the: 
slightest suggestion that we are not Christian.. 
And yet if we gave as little attention and con- 
sideration to our wives as we give to thes 
church, we would be confronted with the 
charge of “desertion, mental cruelty and non- 
support” in a “I Want a Divorce” suit. It isa 
still true, (unless the world has had a changes 
of heart the past month) that the three mosti 
overworked and unemployed terms in anys 


language are Love, Religion and Democracy- 
Selah! 


Fifteen Methods 


William M. Smith, the instructor in Homiletics and 
Psychology in Union Bible Seminary has prepared a 
course of twenty lessons in Homiletics which will help 
you. Fifteen methods of outlining are employed. 


WEEKLY HELP IN BUSY MONTHS 


Sample Outline 


Text: Thou wilt shew me the path of life. Ps. 16-11 
Subject: The Journey of Life. 

Method: The Pictorial Outline Method. 

Outline: 


1. Word 6. Contrast 11. Key-Word 1. The Guide—“‘Thou”’—Jesus 3. The Road—‘“‘path” 

2. Phrase 7. Analytical 12. Character a. Qualification—wise, kind, etc. a. One of ae 

3. Verse 8. Synthetic 13. Biographical b. Experience—been over the road b. Is a narrow road 

4. Chapter 9. Pictorial 14. Expository c. Interest—He died for me c. Not many going this waw 
5. Topical 10. Narrative 15. Cause and Effect 2. The Traveler—‘‘me”’ 4. The Destination, “life” ' 


These 20 Lessons are Sent with the Gospel Minister. 
8-page weekly, edited by Mr. Smith. for 26 issues, $1 


UNION BIBLE SEMINARY, Dept. 352, Westfield, Ind. 
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a. Must take the journey 
b. Have not had experience 
c. Need just such a guide 


a. Contrast with death — 
b. A delightful anticipation 
c. A glorious consummatiom 
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300K REVIEWS 


|. J. SWANSON 


UR BIBLE AND THE ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS 

By Sir Frederic Kenyon, G. B. E., K. C. B. Trustee of 
the British and the London Museum. Harper & Broth- 
ers. 266 pages with plates and index. $3.00. 

More than forty years ago, Frederick Kenyon wrote 

book on “Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts.” 
le was at that time a rising young scholar, fellow of 

Tagdalen College, Oxford, and an assistant in the British 
Tuseum. Now he is an old man, Sir Frederick Kenyon. 
nighted for his services to scholarship, director and 
ntil recently, chief librarian of the Museum, eminent 
Ss an authority on Aristotle, on classical and biblical 
apyri and on the textual criticism of the Bible. 

Taking into account the tremendous gains that have 
een made in our knowledge of archeology, Sir Frederick 
as now published a second edition of the book written 
orty-three years ago. It is a mine of precise informa- 
on concerning the history of the book which, century 
ae century, remains the most popular book in the 
‘orld. 

Any book which sums up the life-time labors of a 
reat scholar is worth the attention of lesser men like 
urselves. This one will prove of great value to anyone 
iterested in the history of ancient writing, the various 
arly versions of the Scriptures, the first Bible in 
nglish, and the methods by which the received text 
as been arrived at. The author believes that the dis- 
overies of ancient manuscripts in the rubbish piles of 
ne east have not only been highly informative to Bible 
cholars, but have, also, greatly strengthened the de- 
snses of those who would maintain the historical 
uthenticity of the books of both the Old and the New 
estaments. Many of the arguments of hostile critics 
ave been swept away and the tendency of archeologi- 
al research has been to validate the Bible’s claim to 
uthenticity. 

The book is illustrated with thirty-two plates. 

—Alvin E. Magary. 
CIENCE AND TRUTH 

By L. Allen Higley. Fleming H. Revell Company, New 
York. 287 pages. $2.00. 

In writing ‘‘to show that the Bible and true science 
gree, and to show the deception of evolution,’ Dr. 
ligley emphasizes his belief in a literal “‘six days’’ in 
fe opening chapter of Genesis, maintains there are 
nly two creations mentioned there, that of the heavens 
nd the earth in verse one, and of man later in the 
hapter, and that all other things that God made are 
constructions on the foundations of a previous failure. 
yr. Higley writes that in ‘‘the Bible we find the ulti- 
late cause of the universe and all that it contains,” 
nd defines science as ‘‘Knowledge of God’s creation.” 

—Charles ‘Haddon Nabers. 


OW CHARACTER DEVELOPS 
By Fritz Kunkel, M. D.,and Roy E. Dickerson. 270 pages 
and index. Scribners. Cloth $2.50. 
My guess on the collaboration is that Dickerson has 
erely made Kunkel speak English; if so, he has made 
im speak good English for a book of this type. 
To understand this book one must understand some- 
ling of the German ‘scholar’ mind. That mind seems 
. delight in seeking something different and building 
into a system. Personally, I dislike it because it 
sually becomes so detached from life, and so involved 
its own detail and sub-detail that it seems to exist 
r itself alone. 
Much of that enters into this so-called ‘We-psychol- 
ry,’ or Wirhaftigeit, of which Dr. Kunkel is credited 
e founder and developer. This book is the first at- 
mpt to present much of that teaching in English. — 
The title is very misleading. While the Wirhaftigeit 
interested chiefly in the difficulties of every day life, 
has a relation to character development; but much 
lue in such character development is left out of 
nsideration. It concerns itself chiefly with the individ- 
l’s relation to small groups. ; : ; 
While there is some value in this presentation, it 
ems to me that the ground has been better covered 
other men. All the value of this book could be 
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combined in about 50 pages. The problem facing psy- 
chologists today is not further sub-division, but synthe- 
sis: and this would be a synthesis recognizing the results 
in other fields of endeavor, scientific and religious. For 
that we look and fondly hope. —W. R. Siegart. 


RELIGION FOR LIVING 
By Bernard Iddings Bell. 


Harper and Brothers, New 


York. 187 pages. $2.00. 

Dr. Bell’s volume has for a subtitle, A book for 
Post-modernists, who are defined in the prelude as 
intellectually humble and spiritually hungry. The first 


portion of the book deals with the approach to Chris- 
tianity, showing how modernism went half way, and 
stopped, how many turned to science and discovered 
its limitations, and closes with the proposition that 
reality is knowable, and man need not go around in 
circles. The second part is a clear-cut analysis of the 
positive elements in Christianity, and the third and 
closing portion deals with the promotion of Christianity 
by religious education, by preaching, by Christian social 
action and by worship. It is a sane, comprehensive 
volume dealing constructively with the whole problem 
of personal religion. —Charles Haddon Nabers. 


FOR BETTER NOT FOR WORSE 
By Walter A. Maier. Concordia Pub. House, St. Louis. 
564 pages and 34 page index. Cloth, $2.50. 


Dr. Maier is a unique personality, lovable withal. 
This book has had an amazing history. First printed 
in July in 1935, it was reprinted in May 1936 and 


revised in December of the same year. The present 
edition, completely revised, makes the fourth printing, 
and was issued in December 1939. The first edition 
had 504 pages and no index. There must be some 
good in this book, and it must meet a need. 

That many marriages are a ‘mess’ is putting it 
mildly; that some sound instruction is needed is putting 
it more mildly. From my experience with people and 
with marriage classes I have learned that youth is 
primarily interested in sex. But, as people grow older, 
companionship and personality loom large; the meeting 
of life situations becomes important. So when one 
aspect is stressed to the exclusion of another there is 
an unbalance which is harmful. And it must be re- 
membered that marriage is a mutual affair. 

Dr. Maier based his book on his Biblical inter- 
pretations. In general these are good. But he omits 
all reference to I Cor. 7:1, 3, 4, 5, 6; which must be 
read in the Greek or in Moffat’s translation. But Dr. 
Maier’s sound scholarship is shown by the fact that 
his New Testament texts are greater in number than 
his Old Testament ones. 

This is an excellent book. I have recommended it 
and will recommend it again. While I might disagree 
with some of it, there is no other volume which could 
take its place. Here the Church speaks, and should 
speak. Protestantism has been too silent on the mar- 
riage question. We should make ourselves heard, and 
be more insistent about it. 

But instead of enlarging the book Dr. Maier should 


cut about two-thirds of it away! He could do this witl 
great profit to its further use. Then, were such a boo! 
as Isabel Hutton’s “THE SEX TECHNIQUE IN MAR 
RIAGE.” to be used with it there would be a valuable 
combination. —W. R. Siegart. 


NON-VIOLENCE IN AN AGGRESSIVE WORLD 

By A. J. Muste. Harper and Brothers. 211 pages. $2.00 

The believer in peace will rejoice in this book. The 
man on the fence, in this business of war, should be 
helped toward a definite decision. The militarist woulc 
do well to read and to reckon seriously with the evi- 
dence presented by this voice crying in the wilderness 
of modern world conditions. 

This volume, by the Minister of the Labor Temple 
New York City, contains a keen analysis of ‘‘the con- 
flicting imperialisms of the great powers and the catas- 
trophe that is bound to overtake western civilizatior 
if the war-system is not smashed.” It evaluates present 
day Communism, Fascism, Naziism and Democracy, 
showing wherein their respective weaknesses and _ theis 
strength lies. It propounds the position of the Chris- 
tian pacifist, what he believes in, what he stands fox 
and what he may be called upon to endure for his 
faith. 

There is no bitter denunciation in this book but < 
cool and steady appraisal of the problem of war anc 
the only apparent way to any lasting and worthy peace 
The author is frank and fearless in his emphasis anc 
altogether fair in his judgments. His book is vigorous 
in its presentation, challenging in its content, creative ir 
its purpose and wholesome in its effect. Everyone whc 
believes there always has been war and hence always 
will be war ought to face the facts given in this book 
A Religious Book Club selection. —Harry W. Staver. 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IN A DAY OF CRISIS 

By Charles S. Macfarland, General Secretary, Emeritus: 

The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in Amer- 

ica. Revell. 226 pages. $1.50. 

Dr. Macfarland gave sixteen years to the pastorate1 
and later twenty years of administrative service ana 
leadership in the Federal Council. Dean Weigle o- 
Yale regards Dr. Macfarland ‘‘as a preacher, theolo: 
gian, social reformer, administrator, and man of affairs.’ 
He has reviewed hundreds of volumes on theology; and 
has written several books in the same field. He has 
received honorary degrees from Geneva and Paris, as 
well as in three American Universities; and by the 
translation of two of his books in French, and one ir 
German. He is a sound scholar. Ministers look up ta 
him as a leader in the field of theology. He has writ ‘ 
ten sixteen volumes in the lives of Jesus and the Proph: 
ets; in Spiritual Culture and Social Service; Christiar 
Service; The Modern World, etc. 

The often over-burdened pastor needs and desires ta 
follow the thought of more books than he can read, anc 
it is for him, in the main, that this series is published! 
This volume includes Types Of Modern Theology; “ 
Renaissance Of Philosophy; Theologies Of “‘Crisis;”* 
The Search For Continuity; The Case For Liberalism : 
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umanism: Outlived or Revised and. Reformed? Mys- 
‘ism Pursues Its Quiet Way; Empiricism Holds Its 
round; The Social Gospel Survives: Unity In A Day 
f Crisis: The Place Of Theology In The University: 
Synthesis Of Contemporary Thought: and A Bibliog- 
phy. ; 
This book is rich in thought, devotion and wide 
1owledge. “Shall we not share the experience of the 
aveler climbing the ascent of an Alpine road,” says 
r. Macfarland, “pausing now and again at the way- 
Je shrine for rest and worship—but then once again 
irsuing his way as we seek the Faith in the spirit of 
ith? Only in this spirit shall we find our way to a 
orld Council of the Churches.” 

The author maintains that “it is the practical busi- 
ss of religion to extend God’s sway over us until all 
en are consciously and voluntarily and positively part 
the rule of God. It means what it says: Do we, do 
uu, do I really want God’s control in us?” 

The chapters of this book are addresses dealing with 
yd-controlled men and women who can change the 
yrld in accordance with righteousness and truth. The 
<teen chapters, if taken dead in earnest, would change 
e world. Let’s change the world! It can be done— 
it will it be done? 


ID’S CONTROL 

By Samuel M. Shoemaker, Rector of Calvary Church 
in New York City. Revell. 155 pages. $1.50 

Mr. Shoemaker believes that the present religious 
isis can be successfully met and overcome and _ that 
iow is the accepted time’ to change the world. He 
allenges Christianity to be Christian, the Church to 
spiritualized, the individual to be born again, and 
cept God’s control in us. Again, he affirms that to 
born of the Spirit includes complete self-surrender to 
rist—after which all difficulties dissolve away, for 
changing the individual, the world itself will be 
anged. 

These twenty sermons by the pastor of the Collins 
reet Baptist Church, Melbourne, Australia, are direct, 
‘ar and positive in their presentation of the ways by 
ich Christ’s teachings must apply to the inner life. 
ley are beautiful interpretations of Bible passages, 
d are exceedingly practical in their helpfulness to the 
ider. If they are a fair sample of the preaching in 
istralia, we have been missing much by not having 
d more of it. —Charles Haddon Nabers. 


GHT FOR TODAY ON PERSONAL PROBLEMS 

By Reginald Kirby. The Judson Press, Philadelphia. 
153 pages. $1.50 

The author has had thirty-five years of medical prac- 
e. He has learned, for himself, and many of his 
tients, the meaning and power of religion and the 
idance of faith. Here is a doctor who has found the 
tainty of God and of immortality. 

He has learned from science and faith, and the 
th, comfort and belief of immortality. His convic- 
n came through his experience as a doctor and the 
yerience of other doctors and of patients. Both have 
en testimony that there is a living and a loving 
d. This has led them, and others, to faith in im- 
ttality. The promises and continued faith anticipate 
reality for the Future, “The word of God gives to 
a promise of a real heaven, if I live, as every man 
yuld, according to the dictates of my conscience. I 
| that my faith is the same as my faith in the 
ghbor or relative who has never broken his promise 


promises with me. . . . An unbroken faith in my 
ghbor would not permit me to doubt him. Why 
uuld it be otherwise with my God? ... This is my 


th and belief in earthly things, and on the same 
und I have faith and belief in immortality.” 

This small book reveals nine of Jesus’ friends: Mary, 
; mother; John, The Forerunner; Simon, Called 
er: John, The Great-Heart; Two-Talent Andrew; 
codemus, A Rare Friend; A Woman Of Samaria; 
maliel, A Kindred Spirit; Luke, The Beloved Phy- 
an; and Judas, One of The Twelve. 

\ll came into contact with Jesus, only one betrayed 
n — Judas. 


OWING JESUS THROUGH HIS FRIENDS 
y Claude Allen McKay, D.D. Revell, 12. pages. $1.25. 
dr. McKay has portrayed, with keen and fine in- 
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sight, the Mother of Jesus. Mary has revealed tk 
Motherhood of God. No wonder a grateful Son’s las 
thought and last words were for Mary, his mothen 
The other friends as described by Dr. McKay, open tk 
way to the heart of the Master. Three incidents in whic 
the life of John the Baptist touched the life and mir 
istry of Jesus—his birth, as of prophetic significance 
his preaching of “the gospel of the kingdom” and bap 
tizing Jesus; and his message to Jesus from his prisoe 
cell, with his subsequent execution. 


One more of Jesus’ Friends;—Luke, The Belove: 
Physician. Colossians. 4:14, “Luke, the beloved phys: 
cian . . . salutes you;” “Only Luke is with me,” I 


Timothy 4:11; Luke’s, The Acts of the Apostles; “Tk 
prisoner of the Lord,” this was Luke! The whok 
world is his debtor. 

Knowing Jesus Through His Friends, is fascinating 
and inspiring. Nor would Jesus of Nazareth be = 
widely and so well known if it were not for thes 
friends, with whom he walked and talked during Hi 
days in the flesh. 


THROUGH LANDS OF THE BIBLE 
By H. V. Morton. Twenty-five Illustrations and Tw: 
Endpaper Maps. Dodd, Mead & Company. 452 pagex 
$3.00. 


Mr. Morton describes his journeys through lands c 
the Bible, except Palestine—that he has already de 
scribed. This book is a picturesque and a vivid accour 
of a journey from the Euphrates to the Nile, and int 
Sinai, to tell the story of the Christian life of th 
Near East. 

His archaelogical findings would have been better i 
they had been in the hands of experts. But if Mr 
Morton is not an expert in certain districts, he is sti. 
reliable in general. He is picturesque and vivid ij 
description. He is entitled to be described as ‘“‘the 
greatest living travel writer,’ in Bible Lands, especiall| 
in his pilgrimage to places in The Near East, whic: 
have significance in Christian history. 

Mr. Morton describes a journey to the Church ¢ 
St. Stylites in Syria and to the ruined pilgrimage cit: 
of St. Sergius; he crosses the desert to Bagdad, Baby 
lon and the ruins of Nebuchadnezzar’s city; goes t: 
Cairo and meets the descendants of the Ancient Egyp 
tians and the gold of Tut-ankh-Amun. He describes 
journey to the Greek Monastery of Mount Sinai; an: 
he ended his journey where he visited the places assc 
ciated with the Apostles, and descended into the cata 
combs. He attended a solemn ceremony above the 
ne of St. Peter; and went out to see the ruins o 

stia. 


WHY I BELIEVE IN GOD AND IMMORTALITY 

By George S. Foster, M. D. Revell. 128 pages. $1.25 

Here are twenty-five sermons, in a Popular-price 
Edition, by a preacher with a glorious religious phil 
osophy and radiant Christian faith who also knows hov 
to proclaim it. Here is a dynamic refutation of th 
charge that the age of great preaching is done. Her 
is the sort of Gospel that “nerves us with incessam 
affirmation,” and faces the darkness and disquiet o 
our day with “the light of the knowledge of the glor. 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 


THE GATES OF NEW LIFE 
By James S. Stewart. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
pages. $1.50. 


The preacher who reads this book may not be abl 
to preach sermons like these simply by reading it, bu 
he will catch the spiritual fire that blazes in its page 
and, if he be not too dull, will learn a technique o 
triumph which will enable him to prepare better ser 
mons. And the layman who looks through this volume 
not for instruction but for inspiration, must surely b 
abundantly rewarded. And just imagine getting twenty 
five sermons that really do “throw open the gates o 
new life” for six cents each. —Harry W. Staver. 
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IID-WEEK SERVICES | 


Consecration 


This series of Prayer Meeting topics for 
ay is designed to concentrate attention on 
e need for “hills of vision” in our daily lives. 
‘owns cf Honour | 
Organ: Cradle Song, Lacey. 
Hymn: My Faith Looks Up to Thee. 
Scripture: Rev. 2:10. 
Hymn: O Worship the King. | 
Pastor: 

Before the actual crowning of a king and queen in 
1 Latin countries, we are told by the poet Horace | 
ut children in the streets shouted “You will be our 
ig if you will play well, rightly, kingly! You will be 
r hero, if you play like a hero!”’ After the monarchs 
re crowned, the shouting changed to ‘You are our 
ig because you do right!” 

Jesus, the King of Kings, is the one example of doing 
ngs to the satisfaction of the Ruler of all men. To 
m we address our words of allegiance, “you are our 
1g because you do aright,’? and in consecrating our 
es to his service we may not be counted great or 
nous; we may even be defeated in the game of life 
it is being played today; but-—we shall be crowned 
th honour in his kingdom, if we play according to 
tules. Jesus can make a king or queen of any man 
woman with royal blood that will devote its energy 
doing the right according to his will. Are we as 
n and women, boys and girls, preparing hourly? 
Jy? for our coronation, which is promised in our 
son? (read Rev. 2:10). 

Hymn: O Jesus, I have promised. 

Prayer: Consecration to the will of God, 
rough the use of our talents, our strength 
d time, our ambitions, and our possessions. 
Hymn: Not Empty Worship, Lord. 


Benediction. 


| 


~~ 


Mud and Sacer 
Organ: Song Without Words, Engleman. 
Hymn: Fairest Lord Jesus. 
Scripture: Gen. 8:19. Prov. 31:10-31. Prov. 
#25. 2 Tim. 1:5, 3:15. 
ymn: The Lord is My Shepherd. 


Pastor: 

An allegory is told of the days of early dawn of 
jient Rome, later the mighty city of seven hills, the 
ce where many of our words as well as our laws 
‘e born. In this ancient city, we are told, lived a 
ud family of kings named Tarquins, who for their 
ny crimes were driven out of the city. This evil 
lily regretted the loss of position and wealth, and 
nt much time in evolving plans to recover their 
wns and lands. The false ambassadors carried word 
Rome that the populace owed the Tarquins for the 
wns and lands, and the populace was not disposed 
turn a deaf ear to the demands, and they made 
sere plans to pay the evil kings for their lands, when 
y learned of the conspiracy to bring the evil family 
k to rule over them. When the citizens understood 
+ near they had come to disaster, they settled the 
stion of the Tarquin property quickly. They decided 
t the property belonged neither to the people nor to 
state, but to their gods, called SACER. A great 
) of corn was harvested from the fields of the exiled 
7s. So that none might profit by it, the whole was 
wn into the river. There mud and other refuse of 
stream mixed with the SACER (sacred, consecrated 
1) ultimately formed the basis of an island on which 


r some of Rome’s proudest temples were raised. 
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Since that day, any harvest, gift or possession set as 
for the use of God has been known as “‘sacred.” 

An allegory! Yes, and still it carries with it a ge 
of truth to us, in that we too regard as sacred thc 
gifts of God that may not be put to use, other th 
as God designed their use,—sacer, sacred, consecrate 
Consecration has meant always what it means to 1 
a setting aside of something otherwise common,—co! 
or mud, or sticks, or talents,—for divine use. T 
thing set aside, consecrated, may not be bought or so 
like property, or a vote, or easy virtue; it may not 
reclaimed any more than the cup of water poured 
parched ground; the thing set aside is dedicated, s¢ 
arate, offered beyond recall to a higher use. 

Once dedicated, “it becomes fruitful in the hands 
God, new values are added, and it becomes the ba 
for unspeakably precious and more holy uses. On 
originally frail and common content, somewhat may 
created by God of permanence and value in His sig} 
which in time will become a holy temple in the Lor 
fitly framed together for an habitation of God in t 
spirit.’ This is consecrated Motherhood! 


Hymn: Be Thou My Vision, O Lord. 

Prayer: For the homes of our nation, f 
the homes now being established, for th 
homes not secure through sinful selfishne 
and thoughtless, evil use of those gifts sacre 


to all Christians. 
Hymn: O For a Closer Walk with Thee. 


Benediction. 
~« 


Ill. A Gate—Not a Goal 


Organ: Sunshine and Shadow, Gale. 

Hymn: O God, our Help in Ages Past. 

Scripture: Job 33:4. Luke 1:35. Roma: 
8:11. Matt. 3:16-17. Acts 5:3-4. John 16:1 
14. John 16:8. 

Hymn: Lead Us, Heavenly Father. 

Pastor: 


Consecration means a life given to God. Stumble 
we often wilfully do, the clear note of Christian © 
cipleship is ‘‘a life consecrated to God.” Peter sa: 
“the new creation, an elect race, a royal priesthood.| 
holy nation, a people for God’s own possession.” 

There is a long, long story to be told about the m: 
ner in which men have tried to carry out their thous 
of consecration of life to God, and the story invol} 
everything from hiding away in hermit hovels to fr‘ 
zied persecutions and martyrdoms. 

Consecration,—a life given to God—, means that 
carry out the will of God, and this we are able to 
through the presence of the Holy Spirit, never throu 
our own strength. When the ancient Romans dedica4 
the harvests to their gods, and threw them into 
river, they could not get them back. Their relations 
to that harvest was changed forever, they could 
change their minds, sell a part of the harvest and ta 
a “fling” for a time, with intention to repent la’ 
Consecration is a fixed election of man in his relat! 
to God, and our aim in life changes, our aim becom 
one to carry out the will of God. Consecration is T! 
GATE to God; the GOAL is to carry out His w 
When we approach a gate in life, we pause to open @ 
enter,—then we go on about our journey or purpo@ 
We do not stop inside the gate to spend time admir 
the gate, we recognize the gate as a means or port 
entry to a given place. Once in, we go on our W 
toward the fair field, the alluring city, or the hé 
freshness of the far mountain,—toward the warm gl. 
that lies beyond. 

In actual physical life, the scene ahead lures us 
through the gate to a higher goal: in spiritual life, 
forward path requires a guide to keep us on the pé 
toward the higher glory. Of him we learned tonight! 
our texts, of him we shall learn more and more as 
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avel on the path toward the goal of all consecrated 
fe. When we waver, and falter, and grow weary, let 
; remember the Upper Room. 


Hymn: Come, O Thou of Grace. 

Prayer: For true and actual consecration, 
rough the offices of the Holy Spirit, so that 
ye may realize actual conversion of life and 
ll its aims to the cause of Christ. 

Hymn: O Thou Whose Feet Have Climbed 
ae Hill. 

Benediction. 

SS 
V. The Robe of a King 

Organ: At Twilight, Stebbins. 

Hymn: Jesus Thy Boundless Love. 

Scripture: I Sam. 2:35. Isa. 40:11. Isa. 58:1, 
2:6. Jer. 23:28. Matt. 5:19. Matt. 20:25-28. 
ohn 3:27. John 29:21. Eph. 4:11. 

Hymn: Go Labour On, Spend and Be Spent. 

Pastor: 

Even as children, we understand somewhat that which 
e have seen and experienced, and when Jesus said, “as 
ve Father sent me, so send I you,” and, “because I 
> to the Father and ye see me no more .. .”’ we have 
halting understanding of the figurative meaning of 
iS words. 

There is a day when anyone attempting to hold to 
le way of consecration finds himself at the strait gate. 
he meaning of the Word has come to him, and its 
thoes abide in his soul. He has assented and _hesi- 
ited, relented and hardened, again, and again, and 
zain. Then in a strange silence, the inner world of 
is soul is aware of the advent of the Holy Spirit, and 
-he finds himself on the doorstep of a new life. Men 
ill it by many names. Wesley spoke of it as “being 
rangely warmed.” Three points of understanding are 
» come to us through this experience, (1.) A convic- 
on of sin. (2.) A conviction of righteousness. (3.) A 
nviction of judgment. In other words, we shall under- 
and that there is sin, that there is righteousness and 
uth, and that both have their reward in judgment. 
As Christ’s little company waited—waited in the hush 
desire, with hearts uplifted in prayer, the Divine 
ersonality came upon them. Their eyes were opened 
| see the invisible, and their energies were raised to 
ywer. Their hearts burned within them, and _ their 
mgues were gifted with a strange eloquence. But the 
eater marvel was this, that as they preached Jesus 
hrist, callous consciences were quickened,—men were 
ven a new conviction of sin, and righteousness, and 
dgment. ; A ; d 
The truly awakened heart is satisfied with nothing 
ss than a clear, high, and unrestrained vision of the 
tual power that leads to complete consecration, a 
yne-ness with Christ in His will.” To millions Jesus 
hrist is the founder of the Christian Religion; to the 
vakened or quickened heart, He is the Master whose 
ll is our only law. 

This is the consecrated man’s constant thought, that 
his assurance and his undying hope and longing and 
ayer. To others God is a_ high sounding name, a 

iasti igni ve “AN s He is our Master, 
ch ecclesiastical dignitary. o us He is 

ar, dear, close, clothing and enfolding our meager 
tle lives as with the robes of a king. 

> . 

Hymn: I’ve Found a Friend. 

Prayer: for the actual experience and com- 
inionship of the Holy Spirit in Jesus Christ, 
e strength to await His will and guidance 

all things, the understanding that all things 
ork together for good to them that love God. 


Hymn: O God Whose Law From Age to 


re, 
Benediction. 
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Shows why we worry and howto stop. 2 
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Other titles of the famous “HIS” series, by the 
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